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Providing a qualitative model of variables affecting the aesthetic value of urban
landscape (case study: Babylon city)

Abstract:

From the city landscapes and the description of their design in today's cities, we can see
that we are still experiencing a theoretical and operational vacuum in providing frameworks
for the components of urban landscape design. By studying the evolution of the concept of
landscape in the context of urban design, we can understand that the value of "beauty" and
the concepts inherent in it, such as holistic view, perception, sense of place and identity,
make beauty a turning point that can be understood in all approaches to landscape in some
way. In current definitions of beauty, they say that it is a concept that must be perceived
and experienced by humans, and it is during this everyday experience that the process of
responding, judging, valuing and human interaction towards it is also formed.

The purpose of the article is to qualitatively examine the variables affecting the design of
urban landscapes with an aesthetic approach from the perspective of people as the main
users of their living environment.

For this purpose, a semi-structured in-depth interview was conducted with a statistical
sample of 9 experts and 41 citizens of Babol using the grounded data method, and the data
were analyzed using the Max Quda 2023 software. A total of 1879 codes were extracted,
which were classified into three stages: open, axial, and selective. Based on the
paradigmatic format of the grounded data method, which consists of 6 main themes
including the axial phenomenon, causal factors, contextual factors, intervening factors,
strategies, and consequences, the qualitative model of the article was obtained.

The consequences, in the above model, are the same as the research achievement, which
includes the "output of the landscape phenomenon on people”, on the "“cityscape" itself, and
on "identity".

Keywords: cityscape, aesthetics, identity, grounded data method, model.
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