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A sociological analysis of war and peace in the story of Rostam and Esfandyar
from a Lukécsian perspective

Bahman Shafaghati', Dr. Bahram Khoshnoudi Cherudeh?, Dr. Hafez Sadeghpour®

Abstract

The epic battle between Rostam and Esfandyar, a prominent segment of
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, reflects the social, political, and cultural structures of its
time. This article, employing a sociological perspective informed by Lukéacs and
focusing on concepts such as class conflict, generational conflict, reification,
ideology, and destiny, provides a descriptive-analytical examination of the story's
social dimensions. In this narrative, Esfandyar is instrumentalized to fulfill his
father's political ambitions, while the prevailing ideology distorts reality, justifies
inequalities, and suppresses significant challenges to power. A careful examination
of the verses reveals that Ferdowsi, through his heroic characters, elucidates the
social realities, religious institutions, family structures, and power hierarchies of
ancient Iran. The findings of this research indicate that the tale of Rostam and
Esfandyar encompasses profound and diverse concepts, including power,
legitimacy, loyalty, social roles, class conflicts, and diplomatic interactions,
reflecting the societal conflicts and endeavors to achieve balance and peace in
ancient Iranian society. Beyond its literary value, this story contributes to a deeper
understanding of the social structures of the past. The data for this research was
collected from library sources.

Keyword: Shahnameh, Sociology, War, Rostam and Esfandiyar, Lukacs.
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