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Abstract

The decline in political participation in today's societies has raised many concerns among scholars and
politicians. Conceptualizing and measuring political participation is a topic that has received widespread
attention over the past few decades. In this study, the perspectives of two prominent experts in this field, John
Theorel (2006) and Van Deth (2014), have been used to explain the concept of political participation. Theorel
distinguishes three main models of political participation: Participation as an effort to influence, participation as
direct decision-making, and participation as political debate. He argues that each model has its own implications,
such as the protection of interests, individual development, and subjective legitimacy. Theorel also introduces a
procedural standard that evaluates participation mechanisms based on sensitivity to incentives, not resources.
Van Deth (2014) also presents a conceptual map of political participation, introducing four types of participation
in a flexible framework that can be adapted to different times and contexts. This framework allows for better
comparison of research results related to political participation. The aim of this research is to explain what, why
and how the concept of political participation has developed. Using the library method and reviewing relevant
texts, the concept, nature and forms of political participation have been analyzed. Finally, by summarizing
different perspectives, this research has achieved a better understanding of the dimensions of political
participation and its importance in today's societies. Political participation plays a key role not only as a tool for
influencing decision-making, but also as a factor for individual development and the legitimacy of political
systems.

Keywords: Political participation, conceptual development, repertoire, institutional and non-institutional
participation, antagonism.

Citation: Hayati Mehr, M. Saboktakkinrezi, G. Hazrati Soumeh, Z. (2025). Developing political
participation repertoires Based on the conceptual map of John Theorel (2006) and Jan van Deth (2014) ,
Journal of Society and Politics, Vol 2, No 8, Shiraz, PP 109-134.

“ Corresponding author: Dr. Ghorbanali Saboktakkinrezi, Email: Saboktakingh@khu.ac.ir, Tel: +98 09123875174


mailto:Saboktakingh@khu.ac.ir

Society and Politics, Vol 2, No 8, winter 2025

110

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The decline in political participation in
contemporary societies has raised many
concerns among scholars and politicians. The
conceptualization and measurement of political
participation is a topic that has received
widespread attention over the past few
decades. In this study, the perspectives of two
prominent experts in this field, John Theorel
(2006) and Jan Van Deth (2014), have been
used to explain the concept of political
participation. The main goal of this study is to
explain what, why, and how the concept of
political participation has developed.

Theorel distinguishes three main models of
political participation: participation as an effort
to influence, participation as direct decision-
making, and participation as political debate.
Each model has its own implications, such as
the  protection of interests, personal
development, and subjective legitimacy. He
also introduces a procedural standard that
evaluates participation mechanisms based on
sensitivity to incentives, not resources. Van
Deth (2014) also presents a conceptual map of
political participation, introducing four types
of participation in a flexible framework that
can be adapted to different times and contexts.
This framework allows for better comparison
of research results related to political
participation.

Methodology

This research uses the library method and a
review of related literature. The concept,
nature, and forms of political participation are
analyzed, and by summarizing different
perspectives, we have achieved a better
understanding of the dimensions of political
participation and its importance in today's
societies. Since this article is theoretical and
conceptual in nature, there is no statistical
population or sampling. Data collection tools
include library resources and published
articles, and the data collection method is
based on questionnaires based on research
guestions and objectives.

Results and Discussion

Political participation plays a key role not only
as a tool for influencing decision-making, but
also as a factor for individual development and
the legitimacy of political systems. From the
perspective of classical theorists such as
Aristotle, Rousseau, de Tocqueville and John
Stuart Mill, citizen participation in political
processes is a necessary condition for the
realization of democracy and ensuring the
legitimacy of political systems. Seymour
Martin  Lipset (1959) considers political
participation as a key indicator for measuring
the health of democracy, and Gabriel Almond
and Sidney Verba (1963) believe that active
citizen participation strengthens the
foundations of sustainable democracy. In
recent decades, the decline in participation in
traditional forms such as voting, party
membership and social activities has raised
concerns. However, some experts believe that
the decline in participation in traditional forms
does not mean an overall decline in political
participation, but rather reflects a change in the
forms and methods of participation. Today,
citizens use methods such as political
shopping, sending protest emails and online
activities to express their political positions.
The most important consequence of the
reduced analytical clarity of the concept of
political participation is that it significantly
hinders the assessment of the quality of
democracy. A  narrow  definition  of
participation tends to yield rather pessimistic
results, while broader approaches provide
fewer insights.

Many experts warn of permanent “crises” of
democracy, while the constant emergence of
new methods of citizen participation seems to
tell a different story. Sticking to traditional
definitions is not a useful strategy for helping
to understand societies that are changing
rapidly.

Domestic research shows that factors such as
socioeconomic  background, activity in
associations, and the willingness of the
individual and those around them to participate
in politics have a significant impact on
political participation. Institutional trust and



111 Hayati Mehr et al: Developing political participation repertoires ...

cultural capital are also associated with
different types of political participation.
Foreign research also shows that social media
and electoral reforms increase public trust in
electoral institutions and affect political
participation.

Conclusion
Given the rapid developments in the forms and
methods of political participation, new
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