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Abstract

After the arrival of modern ideas and new western civilization to Iran, some intellectuals sought to create modern
national foundations at the cost of de-religiousizing Iranian thought. But another group called religious
intellectuals sought to present new models of religion and modernity in order to establish a link between the two.
This group was looking for a new interpretation of religion and in fact looking for modern Islam; Islam that can
advance Iran's society in the modern era and cause Iran's political development. This group of intellectuals led
the project of Islamic Protestantism. This group turned to the ideology of political Islam and their goal was to
revive Islam as a social and political system against the western liberal system. This class of intellectuals were
looking for a political and modernist interpretation of Islam and the establishment of the Islamic social system.
Dr. Ali Shariati and Abdul Karim Soroush are two representatives of Iran's intellectuals who believed that a
religious foundation is needed in order to achieve political development despite the contradictions in some
views. In this research, the question raised is, what was the point of view of religious intellectuals in the political
development of Iran? In response to the above question, the hypothesis was raised that religious intellectuals,
considering the vital role of religion in the culture of our country, led the project of Islamic Protestantism and
sought to present new models of religion and modernity and the link between the two in order to achieve
political development. In this article, the theory of political development and the explanatory method are used to
achieve political development through the link between religion and modernity, and the purpose of the research
is to show the key role of religion and ideology in the process of modernity and political development of Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

During this period, some intellectuals also believed
that the way to modernize Iran is to protect the
privacy of religion and conflict with corrupt
Western ideas, and they believed that the only
correct way to become modern is to return to Islam.
But in the end, the middle way that was able to
open its way in the form of different intellectual
currents was the current of religious innovation that
intended to establish a link between religion and
modernity by presenting new models. A group of
these currents were looking for a way in the native
interpretation of modern concepts, and a group was
looking for a new interpretation of religion, in other
words, in search of modern Islam; Islam that can
lift Iran's society from backwardness and develop it
in the modern era. This group led the project of
Islamic Protestantism and used the religion of Islam
and Shiism, which was still rooted in the society, to
advance their goals. Among the famous people of
this movement, we can mention Ali Shariati, Abdul
Karim Soroush. One of the major differences
between this current and the early intellectuals was
that intellectuals such as Kermani, Talebov, etc.
were looking for the modernization of Iran only in
the form of its positivism and at any cost, but the
religious intellectuals were also looking for the
modernity of Iran in the form of They are both
liberating and positivist, and they do not see this as
the cost of abandoning religion. The main goal of
the authors of this research is to show the role and
views and opinions of religious intellectuals
(Shariati and Soroush) in the political development
of Iran.

Methodology

In this research, the question raised is, what was the
view of the religious intellectuals towards the
political development of Iran? In response to the
above question, the hypothesis was raised that
religious intellectuals, considering the vital role of
religion in the culture of our country, led the project
of Islamic Protestantism and sought to present new
models of religion and modernity and the link
between the two in order to achieve political
development. In this article, the theory of political
development and explanatory method are used to
achieve political development through the link
between religion and modernity, and the purpose of
the research is to show the key role of religion and
ideology in the process of modernity and political
development of Iran.

Results and discussion
One of the prominent figures of religious
intellectuals in pre-revolutionary Iran is Dr. Ali

Shariati, whose reaction to the spread of liberal
ideas in that era is essential. In the years before the
revolution, Dr. Shariati had an undeniable impact
on the formation of the mentality of the country's
youth. He made a very active reaction against the
new deviant thoughts that separate young people
from religion and lead them to emerging ideologies
such as Marxism, and then to respond to the needs
of the young generation of that day, he presented a
plan that was published in the society literature.
Cognitive, the discourse of returning to oneself was
called.

Regarding political development, Soroush's efforts
are devoted to the important and vital issue of
representing an Islamic version of modern
institutions that accepts the authority of reason and
modern science, and he does this by showing a
pluralistic interpretation of religion. deliver He
approaches religion with an epistemological
approach, and in this framework, he differentiates
between the essence of religion and the
understanding of religion, and in the theory of
accounting and theoretical expansion of Sharia, he
believes in the importance of religious
understanding, its lack of sanctity, and the
possibility of recitation. Countless aspects of
religion leave no room for dogma and bigotry, and
the way is opened for new and different readings,
and this paves the way for religious and
epistemological pluralism. Soroush makes this
epistemological pluralism the basis of social
pluralism: if there is no single interpretation of the
religious text, then the plurality of values and
norms must be accepted in the social realm.
Soroush's belief in pluralism and critical rationality
leads to an expected defense of the ideas of liberal
democracy in the field of political theory; The
theory of religious democratic government, which
we will discuss further, is in this direction that it is
not much different from democratic government,
and it is called religion simply because it is
governed by religious people, although some critics
lack it. Philosophical and political depth is
considered necessary.

Conclusion

Dr. Shariati was looking for political development
in Iran in the form of returning to the original and
tried to replace secular ideologies with a modern
and comprehensive Shia ideology that includes
more original characteristics. He believes that an
ideological foundation is needed to win the
liberation struggles and achieve democratic
institutions and political development. He seeks to
create a revolutionary modern ideology, appropriate
to the context and conditions of Iran, and this is
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where the issue of the connection between religion
and modernity is raised. Shariati pays special
attention to intellectuals with religious tendencies
and believes that intellectuals can eliminate the gap
between the modernized and normal class and
cause political and even industrial development in
the society. From the works left by Dr. Shariati, we
can reach the general conclusion that he seeks to
present a new form of modernity with the help of
Islamic ideology by dynamizing Islam in order to
contribute to political development in lIran's pre-
revolutionary society to do.

Dr. Soroush is another religious intellectual who
seeks political development in post-revolutionary
Iran. He is one of Shariati's followers, but finally he
criticizes him in some areas, including the
maximum role of religion in the process of
development and return to the original in the form
of Islamic ideology. Day by day, religious
intellectuals are moving towards the theory of
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