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Mythological elements such as fairies have long held significant places in the
folk beliefs and traditional arts of various societies. Among these, in the
mythology of Mazandaran—and specifically in the pottery of Amol—the fairy
motif has symbolically emerged as one of the most prominent vehicles of
meaning. This study, through a visual and symbolic analysis of the fairy motif
in Amol pottery and with a mythological approach, seeks to uncover the
hidden layers within the visual elements of these works, layers rooted in the
ancient beliefs of Mazandaran. The findings of this descriptive-analytical
research reveal that the fairy motif in Amol pottery, beyond being a mere
decorative element, carries deep symbolic and mythological dimensions that
reflect the worldview, beliefs, and insights of the ancient people of
Mazandaran. These symbols—represented through images of birds, horses,
doves, and fish—narrate a profound connection between humans and nature,
myth and reality. The recognition of these motifs opens a new horizon for
research into the symbolism of Iranian traditional art, demonstrating that
Amol pottery, like a complete mirror, reflects the history, culture, and
collective psyche of a people whose myths still breathe within the hidden
layers of their art.

Keywords: Amol Pottery, Fairy Motif, Symbolism, Folk Beliefs in
Mazandaran, Mythology.
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