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The Survey of Nature in One Thousand and One Nights
Pooladi, M.
Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Najafabad
Branch, Islamic Azad University, Najafabad, Iran

Abstract

One Thousand and One Nights is one of the ancient and classical Persian texts that has
been the subject of discussion and study to this day due to its extensive content and
references to simple yet profound concepts that have been a concern of mankind
throughout history. The diversity of content and concepts of this work has paved the way
for the most extensive literary, theological, philosophical, and symbology discussions of
this work, but one of the concepts that is perhaps not so well-received as it deserves to
be processed is the issue of nature in the stories of One Thousand and One Nights. The
aim of the present article is to examine nature in the stories of this book. This article,
which is studied using a descriptive method based on One Thousand and One Nights
translated by Mohammad Reza Marashipour. The result is that in this vast collection we
are faced with three types of nature: 1. Inanimate nature such as islands, caves,
mountains, and seas; 2. Green nature of plants and trees, which includes natural trees
and magical and strange trees; 3. The nature of living beings or animals, which includes
ordinary animals and enchanted animals. In the tales of One Thousand and One Nights,
we encounter a high frequency of human-animal transformations, usually as a
punishment for a guilty person or even a sorcerer who transforms an innocent person
into a donkey, gazelle, bear, monkey, dog, and bird.

Keyword: Folk literature, One thousand and one nights, nature, legend.
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