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abstract

Sustainable development was introduced by the report of the World Commission on
Environment and Development in the late YA +s as a way to develop countries that had failed
to develop. After the Rio Conference Y4Y, which sought to strengthen economic growth, to
improve the environment, to stabilize the population, peace and global equality, sustainable
development was recognized as the dominant discourse in the field of the environment and its
protection. Following this process, discussions related to sustainable development entered the
literature of development planning and government policies in Iran. Using historical research
method with a descriptive-analytical approach and assuming that sustainable development in
Iran could not become a dominant discourse, this article seeks to answer the following
questions: What factors hindered the progress of sustainable development in development
planning in Iran? And Why is it not possible to establish a relationship between sustainable
development and government policies and plans? The findings of the research show that
despite the inclusion of the term sustainable development in some development programs and
their laws, since the government's focus in these plans was on controlling inflation and
reducing unnecessary costs, environmental protection was neglected in government policies.
It also seems that the imperative approach in development planning, as well as the emphasis
on disciplinary solutions and the punitive approach to guarantee the implementation of
environmental laws, along with the imbalance in development, caused the failure to achieve
sustainable development in Iran.

Keywords: Sustainable development, the second and third development plans,
environment, unbalanced development, imperative planning.



