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Abstract

The years 1296 to 1298 A.H. are one of the saddest years in Iran's contemporary history. In those years,
with the start of the first World War , which coincided with the accession to the throne of Ahmad Shah
Qajar, Iran declared neutrality, but the warring countries were indifferent to this declaration of neutrality.
They occupied parts of the country and turned it into a battlefield. Most of the sources refer to those
years as "The Great Famine Era" and state that during these years half of the population of Iran died due
to famine, but unfortunately with the passage of time and forgetting the bitter days of that era And the
political and social conflicts of the following years, researchers did not pay as much attention to this
matter as they should have, and this great disaster, as well as its causes and consequences, were forgotten
to the point where many people did not even know much about the Great Famine. In this research, we
are trying to interpret, analyze and explain the content and pose the question, what effect did colonialism
and tyranny have on the great famine of Iran? Let's examine the hypothesis that tyranny and political
mismanagement, colonialism and foreign conspiracies played an effective role in Iran's great famine.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The country of Iran has seen many scenes of
clashes since long ago, the taste of defeats and
victories, the harshness of sanctions and the
closing of all doors to the country of Iran are not
happening today, but since the eyes of
foreigners have been on lIran, our country has
been the scene of these events as well. The
united stand of the Iranian nation against the
encroachments and internal tyranny and foreign
colonialism of the enemies with the aim of
repelling the Russian, British and American
colonists in all political, military, cultural,
economic and social dimensions and
confronting the internal tyranny of the Qajar
government and the dependence of the
government on foreigners They took many
measures, because the Qajar government was
only managing the central part of Iran, and this
government's imprudence led to the uprisings of
the local people to protect the land of Iran and
their countrymen. During the Great Famine of
1298 AH, the people of Iran did their best to
save the lives of their countrymen from death
and disease in order to control the deaths of
several million people. The people of Iran were
the most defenseless victims of World War |
and suffered the worst They faced the
consequences of the war, even Iranian
politicians could not defend the national rights
of this oppressed nation in the international
arena. The king of Iran himself was considered
the biggest monopolist of grain and he closed
his eyes on the living conditions of the Iranian
people. The religion and beliefs of the Iranian
people have always made them stand against
colonialism and tyranny. They resisted with the
goal of lIran's independence. Asking the
question, what effect did colonialism and
tyranny have on Iran's great famine?
Methodology

In this research, the materials have been
collected by library and documentary methods,
as well as by using news sites related to the
topic, so that, based on the interpretation and
analysis of the content, we can determine the
role of the Great Famine (1298-1296) in the
transformation of contemporary Iranian
political thought. Investigate and find the cause.

Results and discussion

The years 1296 to 1298 AH are known as one
of the saddest years in lIran's contemporary
history. In those years, with the start of the First
World War, which coincided with the accession
of Ahmad Shah Qajar, Iran declared neutrality,
but the warring countries Indifferent to the
announcement of this neutrality, they occupied
parts of the country and turned them into
battlefields. Most of the sources refer to those
years as "Great Famine Era" and state that
during these years, half of the population of Iran
died. They were brought to death by the effect
of famine, but unfortunately with the passage of
time and the forgetting of the bitter days of that
era and the political and social conflicts of the
following years, researchers did not pay as
much attention to this matter as they should
have, and this great disaster as well as its causes
and consequences It was forgotten to the point
where many people don't even know much
about the Great Famine..

Conclusion

Iran's Great Famine is not only a historical
issue, but a huge event with wide dimensions
that can be analyzed and investigated from
different political, international and social
aspects. As explained in detail in the
introduction and the history of the event in this
treatise, this period coincided with the First
World War, despite the declaration of neutrality
in the war by the Iranian government, parts of
the country were occupied by Russian, Ottoman
and British forces, and at the same time The
time of internal conflicts had also weakened the
central power in lran. There is no accurate
information about the outbreak of the disease in
Iran, and the number of Iranians who were
killed at this time is a matter of dispute. A series
of droughts that began in 1916 emptied the
stock of agricultural products even more. At the
beginning of February 1918, drought had spread
all over the country, and the frightened people
in the big cities of the country started looting
bakeries and food stores. Despite Iran's
declaration of neutrality, British and Russian
forces entered the country from different places.
Apart from the geopolitical reasons and Iran's
vital resources, which were necessary for the
continuation of the war, one of the reasons for
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this attack on Iran was the formation of
sentiments aligned with Germany through one
of the court officials, and Britain, fearing a
German coup in Iran, sent its forces to the rear.
He opened the gates of the capital. Due to the
need of these forces to supply all the grains and
necessities of Iranians, even more than the
needs were deliberately collected by the British
forces. In addition, one of the major grain
monopolizers was Ahmad Shah, who did not
give in to the fair purchase offer of his prime
minister and large quantities of wheat and Joe
had stored in warehouses. Shah Qajar stated
against his chancellor's purchase proposals, "I
am not ready to sell except at the daily price".
At this time, Mirza Hasan Khan Mostofi al-
Mamalek with great seriousness and effort,
despite being involved with the overt and
hidden factors of England and Russia, by
making a plan to save his countrymen from this
chaotic situation, confront the monopolists and
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