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Abstract:

The epistemic foundations and intellectual foundations of development and the mental challenges
related to it play a decisive role in the rate and direction of development in every age, according to the
climatic and cultural requirements of societies. The present research was conducted with the aim of
identifying the mental patterns of the epistemic challenges of development and its role on the
contemporary social development process of Iran. The philosophical framework of this research is an
interpretative-positivist paradigm with an applied orientation and a combined strategy of Q method.
Opinions were collected with a gqualitative method and mentalities were discovered with a quantitative
approach using Q factor analysis. The statistical population of the research is provincial planning
specialists in East Azarbaijan province and the statistical sample of 30 people was selected
purposefully. After identifying the existing discourse space, 66 phrases were extracted. The reliability
of this research was determined using the test-retest method. Data analysis was done by performing
Q-type exploratory factor analysis using Spss software. Based on the results of the research, mental
patterns of development in 8 cognitive factors (challenges); Weakness of vision and knowledge of
development, psychological perspective, inefficient educational system, personalism, weakness of the
modernization process, modernism, management weakness, and production culture weakness were
extracted. The naming of the factors was according to the content of the sub-factors.
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