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Investigating and analyzing the position of having children and
raising children in the Achaemenid era
Soheyla Kamjoo

abstract

The category of having children and raising children is one of the main
components of social development in ancient cultures. On the other hand,
the number of children and their upbringing style have been very
important in the intellectual concepts of ancient Iranians. The current
research, relying on the analytical descriptive method and using
archaeological evidence and sources of the Achaemenid era, analyzed the
situation of childbearing and child rearing in the Achaemenid era and
analyzed the consequences thereof and seeks to answer this question.
What is the position of having children and raising children in this period?
The findings indicate that having children and raising children in the
Achaemenid era is on the one hand influenced by ancient beliefs and
moral principles that existed in the Iranian plateau for many centuries, and
on the other hand, it is based on the intellectual foundations and social and
economic conditions of that era. It has also been affected by the geography
of the Iranian plateau. Based on this, the strategic policies of population
increase and children’s education style have always been the special
attention of the Achaemenid kings. In this regard, some Achaemenid
kings including Darius | (486-522 BC) have facilitated and honored
childbearing by creating programs such as job security for pregnant
mothers. Therefore, the need to pay attention to human capital has also
been effective in the process of parenting and teaching styles, and in the
form of teaching moral themes such as honesty, moderation, chivalry, and
teaching military techniques, it has emerged as a progressive model for
children.

Keywords: Achaemenians, childbearing, parenting, moral themes.



