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Music is one of the artistic phenomena of human societies that, since ancient
times, has had a significant impact on human life. Its instruments and tools
have manifested in various forms and shapes in each period. Some researchers,
without considering the role of music in ancient Iranian societies, have put
forward contradictory opinions about the origins of musical instruments. Based
on evidence obtained from archaeological excavations, bas-reliefs, and
inscriptions, it can be stated that there is a long-standing connection between
the art of music and the societies and cultures of ancient Iran. The art of music
in historical times has various pieces of evidence and findings, and by studying
and analyzing them, we can understand the importance and role of this art in
ancient societies. The main research question is: How can the influence and
impact of musical works from the Elamite civilization on neighboring regions
be explained based on archaeological findings? This research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach, with data collected through library studies and
analyzed using a qualitative method. The results of this research show that in
historical periods, music was an art mostly practiced by the ruling class of
society. The royal court was considered a place and space for skilled musicians
and a gathering place for expert artists in this field. However, the artist himself
was probably seen as belonging to the lower classes of society. Furthermore,
the research findings indicate that in each historical period, specific musical
instruments were used, and playing various instruments such as the harp, ney,
drum, serna, daff, and others in rituals, sacrifices, weddings, and mourning
ceremonies reflected the connection of this art with both the spiritual and even
military life of the society at the time.
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