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The Relationship Between Shahed-bazi in the Poems of
Prominent Persian Poets and Virtual Love inPlato’s
Symposium

" Mohammad-Mahdi Dehghanizadeh

M.A. in Islamic Studies, Culture, and Communication, Imam Sadiq University
“ Mohammad Razmgah

Ph D. Candidate of Comparative Philosophy, Shahid Motahari University

For centuries, Shahed-bazi—a literary and cultural practice in classical
Persian poetry referring to the homoerotic admiration of youthful male
beauty—has been a subject of debate. Different interpretations of male-to-
male love have often overshadowed the intellectual and philosophical roots of
this phenomenon. This study, through an analytical-comparative approach,
explores the relationship between Shdahed-bazi in Persian poetry and the
notion of “virtual love” in Plato’s Symposium. Using thematic analysis, Plato’s
Symposium was divided into ten core themes associated with two central
concepts: “earthly love” and “heavenly love.” For the purpose of this research,
five key aspects of heavenly love—namely “sacrifice and worthiness,” “the
pursuit of intellectual growth,” “aesthetic appreciation without lust,” “the age
dynamic between lover and beloved,” and “masculinity”—were examined.
These aspects were then linked to the works of poets who wrote about male-
to-male love, revealing significant parallels. The findings indicate that the
concepts derived from Persian poets’ verses, particularly those aligned with
mystical interpretations of heavenly love, closely correspond to the
fundamental ideas articulated in Plato’s Symposium.

Keywords: Shahed-bazi, Persian poetry, Virtual Love, Symposium, Plato.
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