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Abstract

The pattern of urban development plans in Iran has been influenced by models from Western countries for about
half a century. In Iran, these plans face significant limitations due to inadequate economic and social
infrastructure, high population growth, a massive influx of rural residents into cities, a lack of appropriate
regulations for land use, weak civil institutions and public oversight, instability of settlements, weaknesses in
professional planning institutions, and deficiencies in the protection of natural and cultural resources. As a result,
there are limited opportunities for urban development and improvement initiatives. The purpose of this research
is to study the sociological relationship between urban development and two social variables of competition and
cooperation (citizens of Sari city) in 1402. The current research is applied in terms of purpose, descriptive and
correlational in terms of method and in terms of the method of collecting information, it is a field. The statistical
population of this research includes all the citizens of Sari, that a simple random cluster sampling method was
used to select a statistical sample and complete the questionnaire from 420 people over 18 years old. The data
was analyzed with SPSS software and Pearson's correlation coefficient, multivariate regression and path analysis
were used to analyze the hypotheses. The findings of this research show that 4 independent variables (trust of
Sari citizens in Sari municipality, feeling of satisfaction with municipal services, feeling of security and
competition among senior municipal employees) are considered more important in the regression method, and
with the variable of urban development in Sari, a direct correlation was seen without the influence of other
factors, and they were able to analyze and explain 59% of the variance of the dependent variable of the research.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Urban development has now become a
significant part of ongoing discussions about
development. The pattern of  urban
development plans in Iran has been influenced
by models from Western countries for about
half a century. The implementation of these
plans has yielded a range of positive and
negative results based on the conditions and
needs of their time. In Iran, these plans face
limitations due to inadequate economic and
social infrastructure, high population growth, a
massive influx of rural residents into cities, a
lack of appropriate regulations for urban land
use, weak civil institutions and public
oversight, instability = of  settlements,
weaknesses  in  professional  planning
institutions, and deficiencies in the protection
of natural and cultural resources. Given the
various factors and conditions affecting the
formation and execution of urban development
plans in Iran on one hand, and the assessment
of their outcomes on the other, it can be said
that these plans have largely failed to achieve
their intended goals in practice. The debate
surrounding urban development and its
scholarly  understanding is related to
contemporary concerns that link new insights
in the knowledge of development with diverse
social living practices to establish better
planning rules and models. Competition and
certain social conflicts within the social sphere
lead to outcomes that may be considered either
developmental or anti-developmental.
Considering that each society has its own
unique assets and resources, and that social
transformations will unfold based on these
assets, having a normative perspective on
issues such as urban development can be
misleading. This research aims to explore the
complex nature of urban society while
avoiding a one-sided view, focusing on the
dual process of competition and cooperation
and its relationship with the development of
Sari.

Methodology

The method of this research is documentary
and survey-based, falling under descriptive and
explanatory types. Using the documentary
method, the conceptual and theoretical
dimensions of the subject have been examined.
Before developing the data collection tools
(interviews and questionnaires), the researcher
utilized participatory observation for a year
and a half. The survey research also examines
the prevalence, distribution, and
interrelationships of individual and social

variables by selecting and studying samples
from the overall population. In this study,
urban development is considered from two
dimensions: the subjective dimension, which
includes qualitative aspects of urban
development such as quality of life, welfare,
happiness, vitality, and liveliness of Sari; and
the objective dimension, which includes
infrastructural and welfare facilities such as the
construction of roads, boulevards, squares,
underpasses, and overpasses. The subjective
dimension was measured using the survey
method with a questionnaire, while the
objective dimension was assessed through
established indicators in Sari, along with
surveys of Sari citizens regarding this
objective aspect of development.

Results and discussion

The interpretation of the final ranking is as
follows: the variable of competition among
senior municipal employees, which showed the
highest beta or impact in the multivariate
regression, was reduced to second place in
terms of influence in the advanced path
analysis test. The variable of citizens' trust in
Sari  municipality showed the greatest
influence. Additionally, the feeling of security
ranked third with a total impact of 0.38, while
the variable of satisfaction with urban services
came fourth with a total impact of 0.34. The
variable of citizen participation in urban affairs
ranked last with a total impact of 0.04.
Furthermore, despite the fact that participation
is often seen as an influential variable in many
social areas, this research empirically
demonstrated that the effects of other variables
(whether positive or negative) neutralized the
impact of citizen participation in urban affairs,
reducing it to a very low level (0.04). This
indicates that in the social and cultural context
of Sari, attention should be given to other
important variables such as gaining citizens'
trust, increasing their satisfaction with urban
affairs, enhancing their sense of security, and
reducing internal competition within the
municipality to improve citizen participation in
urban matters. Therefore, it seems necessary to
enhance citizen participation in Sari by
focusing on the four aforementioned variables,
which requires special attention from city
officials in a scientific manner.

Conclusion

One of the important findings of the present
study was that "competitiveness” can lead to
"urban development.” This means that
competitiveness has a direct impact on urban
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development and can create social conflicts.
However, if competition is directed towards
companies, organizations, and  social
institutions (i.e., inter-group competition) with
the goal of providing services and benefiting
these organizations, it can result in the benefits
and urban development that Simmel has
discussed. On the other hand, if this
competition arises among organizational
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