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Abstract

The present study aims to address the question of whether it is possible to determine the
Islamic legal rulings (ahkam fighi) on emerging and contemporary phenomena by relying on
mutlagat (absolute statements), ‘umimat (general statements), and the practice (sirah) of the
Infallibles (‘alayhim al-salam). Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the findings indicate
that in dealing with newly emerged issues (masa ‘il mustahditha), one may refer to the general
and absolute statements found in the sayings of the Infallibles (‘asimin), provided that the
general or absolute evidence is capable of encompassing the intended subjects. This requires,
firstly, the fulfillment of the conditions of hikmah in these statements and, secondly, the
possibility that the shari‘ah considered those instances at the time the narration was issued.
However, in referencing the practice (sirak) of the Infallibles (‘asiamin), it must be noted that
unlike mutlagar and ‘umimat, which are verbal proofs (adilla lafzi), the practice is non-verbal
and classified among rational proofs (adilla lubbi). In ambiguous, contemporary, and newly
arisen matters, it is necessary to rely on the definitive extent of the practice, which entails the
requirement of similarity (even in conditions, consequences, and effects) between current events
and those in the era of the Infallibles.
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Statements (Mutlagat), General Statements (‘wmuamat), Practice of the Infallibles (sirat
al-Ma ‘siimin).
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