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Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the effect of family factors (religious organization, economic
class, facilitation of local culture and permissive parenting style) with the attitude towards drug use in
the second high school students of Khorram Abad city with the role of a mediator. A trait of neurotic
personality was done .The research method was correlation from the Path analysis type. The research

population consists of all the middle school students of Khorramabad in the academic year 2022-2023.
According to the research variables and their subscales, 380 students were selected as samples. The
stratified sampling method was relative. also, The standard questionnaires of reli gious beliefs (2010),
the Socio-Economic status by Ghodratnama (1993), the parenting styles by Baumrind (2004), the
personality by Costa and McCrae (1992), attitude towards addiction by Nazari (2009) and the
researcher-made questionnaire of cultural beliefs were the measuring tools. In the end, the results
showed that between the direct paths, permissive parenting style (5.455t= and P-Value = 0.000), local
culture facilitation (2.991t= and P-Value = 0.003), religious parenting organization (3.792t = and
0.000 P-Value =), economic class (2.614t= and 0.009 P-Value =) and neuroticism (7.149t= and 0.000
P-Value =) have a significant relationship with the attitude towards drug use. Also, there is a direct
and significant relationship between the permissive parenting style, the facilitation of local culture,
and the lack of religious organization and neuroticism. Also, the facilitation of local culture to the
attitude of drug use (4.220t= and P-Value = 0.000), religious organization (3.137t= and P-Value =
0.002) and permissive parenting style (6.707t= and P-0.000) Value =) has a significant relationship
with the mediating role of neuroticism. Conclusion: Therefore, identifying risk factors and
strengthening family-related protective factors can play a role in the prevention of addiction among
secondary school students.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

According to the survey reported by (Blanco, Florez-Salamanca, Secades-Villa,
Wang, & Hasin, 2018), in more than 50% of cases, the start of drug use was reported
between the ages of 15 and 19. Furthermore, corroborating scientific evidence shows
that early initiation of substance use is significantly associated with the risk of
developing a substance use disorder later in life (Xia, William Li, Liang & et al,
2022). Therefore, the most important measures in drug abuse prevention programs
are to investigate and recognize the factors influencing drug addiction (Wood, Dawe
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& Gullo, 2013). Therefore, identifying the factors affecting the attitude of teenagers
and young people has a significant effect in reducing the positive attitude towards
drugs and strengthening the negative attitude towards drugs, and through this,
preventive measures can be taken in the direction of drug abuse (Dennhardt &
Murphy, 2013). One of the most important factors that significantly influence drug
abuse and abstinence from drugs is the family and its functioning (2011). The results
of all research show the inevitable influence of the family on substance abuse among
teenagers and young people. Therefore, the family as a whole plays a vital role in the
risk of a teenager becoming addicted to drugs (Baharudin, Mohamad & Karim,
2020). In this research, four important factors related to the family have been
considered: parenting style, socioeconomic background, religious beliefs, and native
cultural beliefs. One potential influence on students' propensity to use drugs is their
personality, which may be intertwined with their family dynamics and interpersonal
relationships. Personality determines how a person interacts with traumatic factors
(Hostovesky & Prokop, 2018). In the realm of individual characteristics, personality
is a significant factor that can contribute to shaping a person's background and
predispose them to engage in drug use (Hosseini, al-Madani, Karimi, & Bahrami,
2012). Personality is considered both a potential risk factor and a crucial protective
factor against addiction. It can also impact other protective and risk factors,
especially those related to family dynamics. Implementing prevention and early
intervention strategies can help mitigate the impact of substance abuse and mental
health issues within communities, particularly among young individuals and
adolescents. A crucial prevention approach involves changing the positive perception
of substances and identifying the factors that influence adolescents' susceptibility or
resistance to addiction. Therefore, the current study aims to explore the correlation
between family-related protective and risky factors and the inclination towards drug
use among secondary school students, with a particular emphasis on the mediating
role of personality. Based on the research conducted in this area, the impact of
mediating personality traits, along with family factors such as religious beliefs,
socioeconomic status, local cultural beliefs, and parenting style, on students'
vulnerability to addiction has not been investigated. The study also considered
important variables related to the family, including influences from the native or
local culture. To address this, hypotheses were tested to assess the overall
significance of the proposed model and the direct and indirect relationships of each
family-related factor with the mediating role of personality.

Materials & Methods

The research employed correlation and path analysis and involved all second-grade
students from a theoretical high school in Khorram Abad city during the academic
year 2023, totaling 8,442 individuals. The study employed a stratified random
sampling method, with sample sizes of 218 for boys and 162 for girls, reflecting the
gender ratio in society. All participants completed the research questionnaires.

Discussion and Conclusion

The results of the research indicated that the model was a good fit .Findings The
results showed that between the direct paths, permissive parenting style (p=5.455t
and P-Value = 0.000), local culture facilitation (p=2.991t and P-Value = 0.003),
religious parenting organization (3.792t = and 0.000 P-Value =), economic class
(2.614t= and 0.009 P-Value =) and neuroticism (7.149t= and 0.000 P-Value =) have
a significant relationship with the attitude towards drug use .Also, the relationship
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between facilitation of native culture with neurotic personality trait (t=6.259 P-Value
= 0.000), permissive parenting style and neurotic personality trait (t=9.455t, P-Value
= 0.000) and religious organization There is a significant relationship with the
personality trait of neuroticism (t=3.678, P-Value = 0.000 (Thus, the hypotheses
(Direct assumptions) concerning the direct effects on attitudes towards drug use
among second high school students in Khorram Abad city are supported .In addition,
the results showed that the indirect paths of facilitation of local culture, neuroticism
and attitude to drug use (t=4.220, P-Value = 0.000), religious organization,
neuroticism and attitude to drug use (t=6. 707, P-Value = 0.000) and permissive
parenting style, personality trait of neuroticism and attitude towards substance use
(t=3.137, P-Value = 0.002) are significant. Revised 2: According to the results
obtained from the hypothesis test and model fit, there is a significant relationship
between the attitude of students towards drug use and the protective and risky factors
directly related to the family. These findings are consistent with previous studies
conducted by Liu & Visher (2021), Li, Liu, Weijie, Meng & Bingyuan (2022),
Parsian, Hashemian, Abol-Maali, and Mirhashmi (2014), Weinandy & Grubbs
(2020), and Monaco, Bonetto, Codaccioni, Marcos Anthony (2020). Reason In
explaining the findings, it can be said that teenagers may be at a higher risk of drug
addiction due to inappropriate family conditions, such as parenting styles,
socioeconomic factors, lack of spirituality, and cultural beliefs that do not support
healthy behaviors. The indirect effect of personality characteristics on the
relationship between family-related factors and attitudes toward addiction in students
is also significant. Therefore, personality affects the relationship between parenting
styles, socioeconomic status, religious beliefs, and cultural beliefs, and attitudes
toward drug use in students. These results are in line with the research findings
(Shuxin, Meixia, & Long, 2023; Gerra, Benedetti, Resce, Potente, Cutilli, &
Molinaro, 2020; Sadeghi, Assar, Peyman Pak, & Ebrahimi, 2013; and Hofstede &
McCrae, 2004 and 2014). In general, when explaining the results, it can be stated that
positive personality traits, such as conscientiousness, as well as negative traits, such
as extroversion, along with various factors, such as parenting styles (both appropriate
and inappropriate), weak or strong religious beliefs, low or appropriate
socioeconomic status, and healing or facilitating cultural beliefs, can influence
teenagers' attitudes towards drug use, either positively or negatively.
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