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Abstract

In today's world, the development of a creative city is crucial for economic growth due
to its role as a hub for sociological platforms and its growing importance. This study
aims to analyze the concept of the creative city using a futurist approach based on
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To develop a creative city, it is essential to
identify and define the key elements that can
transform cities from a static state into dynamic,
vibrant urban centers, driven by innovation.
True creativity involves experience, innovation,
the ability to rewrite the rules, unconventional
thinking, offering fresh perspectives on issues,
visualizing possible future scenarios and
solutions to problems, discovering common
ground amid differences, and maintaining a
flexible mindset. Chabahar, located in the
southeast of the country, holds significant
potential in natural, cultural, and social fields,
making it a promising tourist destination. With
the growth and expansion of its tourism
potential, Chabahar has the opportunity to
become a key tourism hub, both in Iran and
globally. The presence of numerous
commercial, cultural, and higher education
centers in the city has also contributed to its
population growth. On one hand, Chabahar
benefits from economic, social, cultural,
historical, ethnic, and racial diversity. On the
other hand, it faces challenges such as
unplanned development, population growth,
social inequalities, low quality of life, and
environmental crises—issues largely stemming
from increased population and urbanization. By
leveraging the advantages of the creative city
model and fostering innovation, Chabahar can
address these negative effects while shifting
urban planning towards strategies that utilize
creative and innovative forces. In doing so, the
city could mitigate social inequalities and
enhance its ability to evolve constructively, in
harmony with other developed and creative
cities. The focus of this research is to develop
scenarios that illuminate the future of urban
planning in Chabahar as a creative city. The
need for research into the creative city of
Chababhar, using future research software and a
scenario-based approach over the next 30 years
(until 1430), is crucial. It will provide clear
direction for planners and city managers,
offering valuable insights for future urban
development. The present study aims to identify
and analyze the concept of the creative city with
a futurist approach, specifically in Chabahar.

The research method is descriptive-analytical,
and it is applied in nature. Based on the
emerging methods of future science, the study

Journal of Urban Futurology, 4(3), Autumn 2024

follows an analytical and exploratory approach.
Data collection for this research employed both
documentary and field methods. The primary
variables were measured using a researcher-
designed questionnaire (structured as a matrix
of mutual effects) and the Delphi technique to
gather the opinions of 22 experts. The indicators
used in this study encompass seven dimensions:
functional facilities and services, tourism,
leisure and welfare, transportation, the creative
class, environmental, political, health, and
social factors. The statistical population
consisted of 22 experts (officials, specialists,
and academics with expertise in geography,
urban planning, and future studies) who were
selected through purposive sampling. For data
analysis, various future research techniques
were employed, including scenario
development, analysis of driving forces within
the study area, and cross-effects analysis.
Additionally, future research software such as
Mic-Mac and Scenario Wizard was used for the
analysis.

At this stage, a matrix of key factors was
created, and driving forces were identified
among them. The 49 key factors identified by
the experts were arranged in a 49 x 49 matrix.
To identify the driving forces among the key
factors, the cross-effect method was employed
using Mic-Mac software. The findings revealed
that out of a total of 2007 relationships that
could be evaluated in the matrix, 394
relationships were zero, indicating that these
factors did not influence each other or were not
affected by each other. Additionally, 356
relationships had a small impact on each other
(with a relationship degree of one). 495
relationships had a relatively strong influence
(with a relationship degree of two), and 480
relationships had a significant influence (with a
relationship degree of three). The remaining
640 relationships were potential and indirect
relationships (with a relationship degree of
four). By examining the overall results of the
scenarios, it is clear that the optimal state
contributes the most among the possible states,
followed by the critical state, and lastly, the
static state. Based on the scenario results, the
status of the scenarios is as follows:

1-The First Group: Optimal Scenarios: These
scenarios, which have the highest number of
favorable situations, include the first scenario,



Journal of Urban Futurology, 4(3), Autumn 2024

54

representing the ideal situation for the creative
city in Chabahar.

2-The Second Group: Critical Scenarios: This
group includes scenarios that have the most
critical and unfavorable situations. The second,
third, fourth, and fifth scenarios fall into this
category.

Conclusion

The results of the research indicate that the
current status of the variables points to a critical
and unfavorable situation for the creative city of
Chabahar. Under these conditions, Chabahar is
not ready to become a creative city in the short
term, despite having appropriate cultural,
religious, academic, and other infrastructures.
However, the city does have the potential to
become a creative city. With the right strategies
and the development of necessary fields,
Chabahar can be transformed into a creative
city. By leveraging the advantages of a creative
city, the welfare of its citizens can be improved
in the future. Therefore, achieving the vision of
Chabahar as a creative city by 1430 depends on
strengthening the ideal scenario. It is important

to note that some driving forces are at the
national level, and local management has
limited ability to influence them. However,
certain driving forces can be developed through
local planning and strengthened by local
administration. Thus, identifying the key
components influencing Chabahar's creativity
can help in outlining possible desirable futures
for the city.
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