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Abstract

Purpose: This study examines the three main characteristics of the female subject in Mehrjoui's cinema,
including passivity, psychological collapse, and irrationality, which as a result always seeks her existence
in the male other, and is analyzed in this article.

Method: The method of this study is an interpretation that examines Mehrjoui's films by examining four
films: Sara and Peri and Banu and Leila, and examines the approach of the female subject in these films
with an emphasis on de Beauvoir's feminist theories.

Findings: Dariush Mehrjoui, as one of the directors of Iranian cinema, is one of the few people who has
made four films centered on women in his artistic career, which include the films Banu, Sara, Peri, and
Leila. Now, the question that arises here is what position does a woman as a subject in Mehrjoui's cinema
have in society? Therefore, this article attempts to present three models of a loving woman, a mystical
woman, and a narcissistic woman using Simone de Beauvoir's theory, which examines the cinema of
lovemaking centered on women and its impact on presenting a feminine model in Iranian society in the
form of a female subject who sees herself in a masculine other.
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