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Abstract

The interpretations of the phrase “Be, and it is” fall under two main categories: metaphorical
and literal. The first group interprets “Be, and it is” symbolically, considering it a
representation of God’s irreplaceable power and the direct and complete obedience of creation
in its formation. The second group, however, views “Be, and it is” as a reality that occurred in
the physical world as a divine act or word. Some of these groups even attribute to creation a
certain kind of knowledge and power within creation, by the will of God. These interpretations
define the concepts of predestination and free will of creation. By comparing the verses of
“Be, and it is” with one another, they also lead to the acceptance of either predestination or
free will in God’s decree. Accepting each interpretation has numerous implications in
theoretical, practical, personal, and social spheres. The most important consequences of
interpreting "Be, and it is" as a deterministic statement are: determinism itself, and the injustice
of tyrannical rulers. The most important consequences of interpreting it as a free will in
development are: justice, human free will in development, rebellion against rulers, a new
interpretation of the narratives of the clay, human happiness and misery, and the events of the
years of hardship. This article examines the consequences of different interpretations of the
expression "Be, and it is" in the opinions of commentators, without addressing theological and
philosophical issues, using a descriptive and analytical approach.
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