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: Abstract

: In decentralized education systems, decisions are made through legislative
: bodies, elected public councils, and trustees. The main purpose of this research
: is to identify and prioritize the factors influencing the decentralized decision
: making of education managers. It is a qualitative applied study. Data were
: collected through semi-structured interviews and questionnaires whose validity
: was confirmed by university professors and experts and its reliability was
: calculated using Cronbach's alpha coefficient of 0.870. Decentralized
: recruitment of managers was done by thematic analysis and Friedman test. The
: results of the content analysis findings led to the identification of 4 organizer
: themes, 17 basic themes and 81 sub-themes. Finally, prioritizing the results with
: Friedman test showed that from the experts' point of views, lack of
: comprehensive rules and regulations associated with decentralization
. (environmental factor) is the first priority with the most influence while technical
: skill (management factor) is the last priority with the least impact on
¢ decentralized decisions of education managers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Education, as a subsystem of society have an
important role in the development process and
to be able in time to respond to the needs of the
third millennium, will inevitably have to adapt
to the domestic and international situation has
changed. . Among government organizations,
the need for decentralized management in
educational organizations more crucial than
ever. In Iran, which has a centralized education
system, there is a great tendency towards
decentralization and the public and experts
have attributed most of the inefficiency of the
education system to it. Moreover, they think
that by changing the decision-making system,
they can overcome most of the educational
problems. Decentralized management in
educational systems is important in two ways,
one is the importance of management skills and
the other is monitoring and control over
education and management. Studies show that
educational systems such as the educational
institution in Iran do not function properly in
the  implementation of  decentralized
management. Therefore, considering the
current situation of the management of the
education system in Iran and examining how it
works, according to the existing laws, is felt
more than ever. The overall purpose of this
study was to identify barriers to decentralized
management in Isfahan education. This
research was carried out with a mixed heuristic
approach and using the qualitative method of
foundation grounded theory as well as the
descriptive quantitative method of correlation.
In the quantitative part, the statistical
population included all the directors of different
education regions of Isfahan province in 1397-
97 in the number of 1700 people. From this
number, 313 people were selected by available
sampling method. The statistical population in
the qualitative section included specialists and
experts in educational management and
knowledge of current issues in education,
where fifteen people were purposefully selected
for semi-structured and interactive interviews,
and the interviews continued until the data
reached theoretical saturation. For the analysis
of qualitative data from open coding, axial and
selective used. Accordingly, 240 primary
conceptual propositions with 44 sub-categories
and 6 main categorical propositions in the form

of 6 dimensions of the paradigm model include:
causal causes (6 categories), main phenomenon
(deterrents of decentralized management),
strategqy (5 categories), characteristics
Underlying  conditions (4  categories),
intervention conditions (4 categories), outcome
(14 categories), identification and relationships
between them were drawn and presented in a
paradigm model. In the quantitative part, a
questionnaire was used to collect data, the
validity of which was confirmed by experts,
and for its reliability, the Cronbach's alpha
method was used. The Cronbach's alpha
coefficient of the questionnaire was 0.839 and
showed the high reliability of the questionnaire.
For the analysis of quantitative data from the
confirmatory factor analysis and structural
equation model was used based on the software
SPSS and lisrel. The test results of the
quantitative model, which resulted from the
hypotheses derived from the qualitative model,
confirmed the generality of the paradigm model
with a few modifications. In general,
decentralization in any system, especially the
education system, is an opportunity for
community and staff participation in planning,
budgeting and providing justice in the
allocation of resources, and motivates and
improves the quality of service delivery. With
regard to the  implementation  of
decentralization in any country depends on
political leadership, the field of socio-economic
infrastructure and technical and management
skills to run at the local level, therefore, should
be key factors in education policy, a thorough
understanding of Design and implement
technical strategies in that country. The results
of this study indicate that the implementation of
decentralized management in Isfahan province
requires turning to several basic stages: the
stage of introducing decentralized
management, its application and finally the
institutionalization of decentralized
management. The model of identifying the
factors hindering the implementation of
decentralized management not only identifies
the obstacles hindering the implementation of
decentralized management, even cultural
structure, the role of managers, assistants,
teachers, students, parents and local authorities
will also be transformed. The multiplicity of
perceptions and the lack of familiarity of many
managers and officials with the concept of
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decentralized management have been serious group interviews in focus groups to collect
challenges in this area and working to gather more accurate data was one of the limitations of

more in-depth information making it difficult. this study.
Also, the lack of conditions for conducting
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