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. Abstract
i Introduction: Today, the position of the school as a formal educational

© institution has changed compared to the past. Today’s scools are open spaces and

: social entities mutually related to community and relevant institutions, seeking to
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: discover the external and internal potentials in addition to the existing facilities.
: This article is extracted from the quantitative part of the dissertation titled
: “Developing and Validating the Model of School as the Neighborhood
: Educational Center”. The article related to the qualitative part (developing the
: model of the school as the neighborhood educational center) has already been
: introduced and presented.

: research methodology:This study is applied research concerning research
: objectives and an exploratory mixed project regarding its type. The qualitative
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: step was according to the grounded theory method. Data were collected using
: semi-structured interviews with 24 experts and professionals in educational

: management, followed by data analysis in three stages of open, axial, and
: selective coding. As a result, the model of school as the neighborhood
: educational center was developed in six categories of causal conditions, axial
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: phenomenon (school as the neighborhood educational center), mediating
: conditions, intervening conditions, strategies, and consequences. The
i quantitative step used the descriptive-survey method to validate the proposed
: model. The data collection tool at this step was a researcher-made questionnaire
: completed by 41 principals, teachers, and deputy principals (experts in executive

: and educational positions) in different regions of Tehran and also University
: professors, selected through purposive-judgmental sampling. The relationships
: between research variables were investigated by path analysis/structural equation
: modeling, using Smart PLS software.

¢ Findings:According to the results, causal conditions affected the main factors
¢ positively and significantly. Also, the main and intervening factors influenced
: strategies significantly and positively. However, underlying factors did not affect
: strategies significantly. The results also confirmed positive and significant
: effects of strategies on consequences.

: Conclusion: To change the schools into the neighborhood educational centers, it
: is necessary to consider the position of schools, focus on the collaboration of
: parents and local institutions in the educational process, seek to change
: community attitudes towards the educational role of school through the media,
: appoint school principals based on meritocracy, review rules andregulations,
* emphasize school-centeredness, and increase school authority.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

The present study sought to validate the model of
school as the neighborhood educational center. As
an open social system, school is the heart and soul
of the community and interacts with its
surrounding, which reflects their mutual effects.
School principals and administrators of the
education system have recognized the importance
of relationships with the larger community,
especially parents of students, as an essential factor
to improve teaching and learning. Students perform
better on social and scientific scales when schools
seek the collaboration of families and the
community (Glanz, 2006). Epstein (2004) refers to
coordination with the community in identifying,
using, and integrating community resources and
services to strengthen school programs, family
activities, and student learning through community
groups as one of the pillars of parents’ involvement
in school. Therefore, effective communication
between schools and the community seems
essential.

Methodology Research:

This study is applied research concerning
objectives and an exploratory mixed project
regarding its type, using qualitative and grounded
theory (systematic design) methods. The statistical
population of the qualitative part included experts
and specialists in the field of educational
management. Sampling by purposive and snowball
methods led to a sample size of 24 for semi-
structured interviews based on the principle of
saturation in the sample size. Then, data were
analyzed using interpretive analysis. The first step
in the interpretive analysis was to integrate all the
data under study and form a database (Gall et al.,
2016: 978). Then, open, axial, and selective coding
were used according to the systematic design of
grounded theory. As a result, 139 open codes were
extracted and placed in 6 main categories of causal
conditions, axial phenomenon (school as the
neighborhood educational center), mediating
conditions, intervening conditions, strategies, and
consequences. The statistical population of the
quantitative part included expert managers in
executive positions with more than 20 years of
experience, school deputy principals, teachers, and
university professors. Out of this population, 41
were selected by judgmental or purposive sampling
to answer a questionnaire consisting of 139
questions with items based on a 5-point Likert
scale (from completely agree to strongly disagree).
Statistical methods in the form of descriptive and
inferential statistics were used to analyze data in
this step. In descriptive statistics, demographic data
(general characteristics of the participants),
questionnaire questions, and research indicators
were described using statistical indicators. At the

inferential level, the relationships between research
variables were investigated by path
analysis/structural equation modeling, using Smart
PLS software. The relationships in the structural
part were examined and interpreted after ensuring
the accuracy of the relationships in the
measurement models using validity and reliability
criteria.

Results:

In the qualitative part of the study, open, axial, and
selective coding were used to analyze the data after
interviews and data analysis, resulting in 28 main
categories and 50 subcategories. The main
component of the proposed model was school as
the neighborhood educational center, which
included 3 main categories (the concept of school
as the neighborhood educational center, the
characteristics and main elements of school as the
neighborhood educational center) and
7subcategories and yv Component. In the

quantitative part, the relationships between
variables were investigated by path
analysis/structural equation modeling, using Smart
PLS software. Based on the results, causal
conditions affected the main factors positively and
significantly. The main and intervening factors had
also a positive and significant effect on strategies,
but the underlying factors did not affect strategies
significantly. Also, the results confirmed the
positive and significant effect of strategies on
consequences. Besides, the results revealed that the
acceptance rate of all 6 main categories, including
causal conditions, axial phenomenon, mediating
conditions, intervening conditions, strategies, and
consequences, were at a good level from the
respondents’ point of view. On the other hand, the
standard deviation of <1 for these variables showed
sufficient accuracy in the data collection. This
study used composite reliability (CR) and
Cronbach's alpha to assess the reliability of the
questionnaire. The values of these indicators were
> 0.7 for all research variables, indicating the
reliability of the measurement tool. The validity of
the questionnaire was examined using two methods
of convergent and divergent validity. Convergent
validity led to values of AVE >0.5 for all
components, and in divergent validity, based on the
Fornell and Larcker criteria, the values in the
principal diagonal of the Fornell and Larcker
matrix were greater than those in the lower rows
for all variables. Therefore, the questionnaire
developed for the quantitative section had an
acceptable validity. Also, factor loadings were used
to analyze the structure of the questionnaire and to
discover the components of each structure.
According to the results, the relationships between
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hidden structures or variables were well-
documented using the questions included in the
questionnaire.

Conclusion:

Nowadays, the relationship between students
learning and their living and social environments
outside school has become very important because
their learning is not merely dependent on school,
and social environments also contribute as learning
resources (Mohamadi Pouya et al., 2020). In this
regard, the present study sought to validate the
model of school as the neighborhood educational
center. Accordingly, the conceptual model of the
research was explained in the qualitative step,
presenting six categories of causal conditions, axial
phenomenon (school as the neighborhood
educational  center), mediating conditions,
intervening conditions, strategies, and
consequences as the main variables of the research.
As a result, ys main categories and 50

subcategories  were obtained. The axial
phenomenon of the proposed model was school as
the neighborhood educational center, including 3
main categories (the concept of school as the
neighborhood educational center, the
characteristics and main elements of school as the
neighborhood educational center) and 26
subcategories. The results on this component were
consistent with research conducted by Khavari et
al. (2016), Ghasem Aghdami (2016), and Green
(2017). Then, the quantitative step validated the
model obtained in the qualitative part of the study.
According to the results, causal conditions affected
the main factors positively and significantly,
confirming the results of Green (2017). Also, the
main and intervening factors affected strategies
positively and significantly, which is consistent
with the results obtained by Pesch (2014), Shahri

Shahri (2016), and Marzooghi (2017). In addition,
the results confirmed the positive and significant
effects of strategies on consequences, which agrees
with the results of Baradaran and Nayyeripour
(2019). Yousefi (2017) reports in a research paper
that we can expect higher moral values in society if
we recognize the school as a critical part of society
and revive its active and influential role. This way,
community members are more involved in school
activities, classes open their services to the
community, and the community becomes more
aware of the school and its role. Najafi (2020)
referred to removing the walls as barriers among
schools, families, and cultural centers, the use of
problem-oriented curriculum, changing the school
into a place to live, changing the attitudes of
parents to pay attention to the students’
comprehensive growth, and addressing economic
and social issues to reduce the educational distance
between schools and community. It is important to
note that if the school principals have more power
to act and use the school facilities for the
development of the neighborhood while also taking
advantage of the capabilities of the residents to
standardize the factors within the school, they will
perform their responsibilities better in the
neighborhood educational center. Hence, they can
meet the essential needs of the school, develop the
neighborhood residents, and realize the role of
schools as a center that provides neighborhood
educational experiences. On the other hand, school
principals cannot perceive the real position of the
school effectively unless they gain the trust of
those under their management and the
neighborhood. This is possible by establishing
interactions, constructive and effective
communication with parents, staff, students, and
local stakeholders, and creating a pleasant
atmosphere and empathy in the school.
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