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Abstract

Objective: Iran is on the verge of a transformation of cultural foundations,
and change seems inevitable. In the midst of this historical transition, the
concept of freedom, like many other concepts, needs to be re-cognized.
Method: The present study was conducted with a mixed approach with the
aim of understanding the attitude of Iranian women towards the concept of
freedom. Thematic analysis and survey methods were selected, and the
statistical population was girls and women aged 17 to 50. The sample size in
the qualitative section was 205 people until data sufficiency was achieved,
and in the quantitative section, 1227 samples. The selected tools were
interviews and questionnaires, and reliability was tested through an
agreement test between coders. Content and criterion validity was used, and
reliability was measured with Cronbach's alpha.

Findings: Civil freedom was observed as the most important common
concern of women in looking at the concept of freedom. Its sub-themes were,
respectively, "Reviewing the laws of hijab, security, and establishing justice."
The effect of religiosity on individual and civil freedom was greater in people
over 30 years of age. Marital status had an inverse effect on individual
freedom, and the effect of education level on individual freedom was direct,
and in people over 30 years of age, it showed the greatest effect on civil
freedom.

Conclusion: What is worth considering in the results is that women's view of
the concept of freedom is more of a civic concern than an individual one;
civil in this sense, factors such as freedom of expression, freedom of security
(life, financial, job, and travel), proper implementation of laws, establishing
justice, reviewing customs and hijab laws, and finally freedom of belief. The
reality is that Iranian women are in a special part of history. Iranian society
has not yet fully followed the path of modernity, and tradition and prejudices
still cast a shadow over their lives. On the other hand, women have been able
to at least keep up with the changes in society in their relationship with the
outside world through the globalization of culture and the development of
communication networks, etc. view modernity; therefore, this dual position,
along with their new understanding of the concept of freedom, has created a
special and complex situation for them.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

By looking at different periods of history, it
is clear that the issue of freedom is one of
the oldest issues of women, so that; Some
experts consider gender debates as the
history of the struggle for freedom (1)
Research shows that the position of women
in Iran is constantly changing, this ups and
downs, depending on the conditions of the
society, has caused the role of women to be
prominent in some periods and this role
and presence to be less prominent in some
periods (2). The necessity of the current
study is the attitude of Iranian women
towards the concept of freedom. The
purpose of the research is to find out the
attitude of Iranian women towards the
concept of freedom in two age groups under
30 years and over 30 years and comparing
their attitude towards freedom.

Materials and Methods

The current research has a mixed approach
of the data transformation model alignment
plan. The method used in the qualitative
part was thematic analysis and in the
quantitative part it was a survey. The
statistical population was 205 in the
qualitative section and 1227 in the
quantitative section. The tools used in the
qualitative part were semi-structured
interviews of the type of attitudinal
questions in the three cognitive, behavioral
and emotional parts of the research field,
and the questionnaire was used in the
quantitative part. In order to ensure the
reliability of the tool in the qualitative
section, all the interviews in the research
field were recorded and analyzed by the
coders; Verification of the codes, in addition
to the agreement test, by taking the
agreement function with a default of 90%
similarity and also by holding a meeting
between the researchers and the coders, the
exact components of the identification and
verifiability of the qualitative part have
been confirmed. The validity of the tool is a
small part of the type of content and criteria
and has been approved by the professors.
The reliability of the questionnaire was
obtained through Cronbach's alpha of
0.912, which indicates very good reliability

in survey research. The sample size in the
quantitative section was 357 people
according to Cochran's formula. The
analysis of the data obtained in the
qualitative part was done by using the
Maxqda 2020 software in thematic analysis
method and in the quantitative part through
the SPSS26 software in two descriptive and
inferential parts.

The number of interviewees in the age
group below 30 years was 68 people and in
the age group above 30 years 137 people.

Findings

Summarizing the qualitative part: civil
freedom was seen as the most important
common concern of women in both groups
when looking at the concept of freedom.
The sub-themes of civil freedom, in order
from the most to the least repeated,
"revision of hijab laws, freedom of security,
establishment of justice, revision of
customs, correct implementation of laws,
freedom of speech and freedom of opinion”
have been obtained; And in the next step,
the theme of individual freedom was
extracted with 101 repetitions. The sub-
themes related to individual freedom, in
order from most to least, were related to
"freedom in choosing clothing, freedom of
choice, freedom of thought and thought". In
the following, the difference that was
observed in women's view of the concept of
freedom between the two groups is; The
age group below 30 years has expressed
individual freedom along with the right to
live a life full of wvitality and body
management with personal opinion, and in
the age group above 30 years, individual
freedom has been along with body
management according to the cultural and
social conditions of the society. In the age
group over 30 years old, 11 cases
mentioned following the rules, and 8 cases
referring to freedom combined with
religion. Summary of the quantitative part:
the demographic variables of the
participants included the marital status,
education level, occupation and income
level of the head of the household, which in
the group under 30 years of age,
respectively, "the single class with the
highest attendance, income under 10
million Tomans per month, students and in
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Most of the participants were "under
diploma"; And in the group over 30 years
old, respectively, the categories were
"income below 10 million Tomans per
month, employed, under-diploma and
bachelor, and finally single". The results of
the test showed that the wvariable of
religiosity on the variables of personal and
civil freedom in the group over 30 years old
is more than the group under 30 years old,
and also the effect of religiosity in both
groups on individual freedom is more than
that of civil freedom, and in the results of
the regression coefficients of the effect
Religiosity in the group over 30 years old is
more than the group under 30 years old.
Marital status has shown the opposite effect
on individual freedom in both groups. The
level of education in both groups has shown
the greatest effect on individual freedom
and in the group over 30 years old on civil
freedom. The variable effect of the income
level of the head of the household in the
group under 30 years of age was on
personal freedom, then civil, and in the
group over 30 years of age, it showed a
direct relationship with personal freedom
and an inverse relationship with civil
freedom. Discussion The integration of the
results of the qualitative and quantitative
part of the research has shown; Iranian
women's attitude towards the concept of
freedom can be divided into three
categories: individual freedom, civil
freedom, and religious freedom. In relation
to individual freedom, the results indicate
that in two age groups, in the themes of
freedom in thought and thought, freedom of
choice and freedom in choosing clothing are
part of common attitudes and the most
frequent theme is related to freedom in
choosing clothing, and in management A
distinction has been made between the
attitudes of people under 30 years old and
over 30 years old; As women under 30
years of age consider body management as
correct according to their personal opinion

and women over 30 years of age agree with
body management according to the cultural,
social and customary conditions of the
society, although there is freedom in
choosing clothing, but they pay attention to
custom and law.

Conclusion

civil freedom was seen as the most
important common concern of women in
both groups when looking at the concept of
freedom. The view of individual freedom
was different in two age groups. the effect
of religiosity on personal and civil freedom
was greater in the group over 30 years old,
religiosity was more effective on individual
freedom than civil freedom in both groups.
Marital status had an inverse effect on
individual freedom in both groups. The
effect of education level in both groups is
direct on individual freedom and it has
shown the greatest effect on civil freedom
in people over 30 years old.
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