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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The development of academic engagement
through educational environments has been
considered as an important and undeniable
goal. Academic engagement is defined as a
strong, directional, and continuous action
(2). In this definition, four characteristics of
action, strength, direction and continuity are
emphasized; Characteristics that are the
basic concepts of motivational topics.
Busyness generally means the interaction of
individual characteristics with important
environmental characteristics and includes
the initiation of motivated action and its
continuation in the face of obstacles and
problems. Academic engagement, in
particular, is constructive, enthusiastic,
desirable, and knowledge-based
participation in learning activities that
directly leads to positive academic outcomes
(3). Among the intrapersonal characteristics,
motivation to progress is very important.
Motivation is the development of an intra-
individual structure that can affect students'
academic performance (9). The motivation
of progress plays an important role in
achieving goals and success (10). Motivation
to progress as a relatively constant field in
individuals is one of the most important
motivations or acquired needs of any
individual, which was first proposed by
Murray in the 1930s. He considers the need
and desire for progress as one of the basic
needs and compatible characteristics of
human personality (11). In addition, in
accordance with the pattern of ecological
systems (8), the learning environment is one
of the factors affecting students' academic
engagement and their interpersonal
processes. The school learning environment
is one of the most important areas of
students' lives; Because they spend a lot of
time in school (14). The school environment
refers to the psychological atmosphere and
physical form of the school (15). Teacher
support, peer support, autonomy and rule of
law are the most important features of the
school environment (16). In recent decades,
many efforts have been made to study the
school  environment and  students'
perception of the psychological atmosphere
of the classroom (16). The results showed

that the perception of the school
environment predicts students' motivation
(17) and academic activity (18).

Methods

The research method is correlation and
modeling of structural equations. The
population of this study included all high
school female students in Shiraz city. 257
female students were selected by multi-
stage cluster random sampling. Participants
answered three questionnaires: Academic
Engagement Questionnaire, Achievement
Motivation Questionnaire and Perception
Scale of School Atmosphere. Data were
analyzed using structural equation modeling
and AMOS software and fitness indicators.
Tools:

1.Academic Engagement Questionnaire: The
Academic Engagement Questionnaire was
developed by Rio in 2012 (27). This
questionnaire has 13 items and measures
the dimensions of academic engagement
including cognitive, behavioral and factor
dimensions. [tems are scored on a five-point
Likert scale from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5
(strongly agree) (27). Cronbach's alpha
coefficient of cognitive, behavioral and
factor dimensions of the academic
engagement questionnaire was reported to
be 0.86, 0.75 and 0.88, respectively.

2. Perception Scale of School Atmosphere:
To measure this variable, the Perception
Scale of School Atmosphere was used (16).
The questionnaire has 31 items and four
subscales of teacher support, peer support,
student autonomy and clarity and
consistency of rules. Each item has five
answers, ranging from strongly disagree to
strongly agree.

3. Achievement Motivation Questionnaire:
Progress Motivation Test is one of the most
common  pencil questionnaires  for
measuring the need for progress developed
by Hermans. This test has 29 items in the
form of unfinished sentences and 4 options
are written for each question. Some
questions are scored positively and some are
negatively. The highest score is 116 and
indicates high motivation for progress and
the lowest score is 29 which indicates low
motivation for progress (28). To assess the
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validity of the test, Hermans used the
content validity method, which was based on
previous research on motivation for
progress.

Findings

Findings show the results of the final
research model, which was analyzed using
AMOS software version 23. In total, the
present research model explains 21% of the
variance of academic engagement.

Research findings showed that the
perception of school has a direct and positive
effect on academic engagement (p = 0.001).
Also, the findings indicate the direct effect of
perception of school on students'
achievement motivation (p <0.001).

In addition, that achievement motivation
is a positive and significant predictor of
academic engagement (p = 0.001). Finally,
the perception of school influenced
academic engagement through achievement
motivation.

To evaluate the fitted research model, the
fitted model indices were calculated. The
results indicated the final fitted research
model is acceptable.

Discussion

This study aimed to investigate the
relationship between perceptions of school
climate and academic engagement with the
mediating role of achievement motivation.
The first finding of this study indicated that
the dimensions of perception of the school
atmosphere included teacher support, peer
support, student autonomy, and clarity and
consistency of direct and significant
predictors of achievement motivation.
Explaining this finding, it can be stated that
perceptions of school or classroom activities,
a wide range of processes, attitudes and
beliefs include perceptions of control,
support for autonomy, and choice and
pleasure. Students learn best when the
atmosphere in the classroom environment is
positive and appropriate. Motivation for
progress is a set of beliefs developed about a
particular subject in a specific period of time
and in a cultural and social situation that can
have a significant impact on behavior and
performance and lead to the formation of
negative and positive actions and behaviors.

Be. Another finding of the study was that the
motivation for progress was a direct and
significant predictor of female students’
academic performance. Explaining this
finding, it can be said that motivation in
general and motivation for progress, in
particular, are closely related to academic
activity. Motivation and academic activities
are the energy and motivation of the student
to learn and work effectively and achieve
potential abilities in school and the
behaviors that follow this energy and
motivation. Research has shown that people
with high motivation for progress prefer
tasks and situations that they can influence
and complete successfully; Such people want
to be perfect and improve their function.
They are conscientious and prefer to do
things that are challenging. Their academic
performance is good and they participate in
school and class activities, they are
interested in doing homework, and
cooperating with the teacher and other
classmates (9). The results also showed that
the dimensions of perception of the school
atmosphere were significant predictors of
students' academic engagement through
motivation for achievement. Explaining this
finding, it can be said that the teacher, by
establishing an emotional relationship with
students and considering their interests,
needs, and preferences, a sense of
independence in choosing academic
activities, a sense of mastery over learning,
and competence for success in them. Forms
and this increase autonomous motivation
and involvement in academic activities. This
feeling is mainly created through positive
emotional communication with the teacher
and peers and determines the involvement
and  psychological and  behavioral
performance of students.

The results also showed that the
dimensions of perception of the school
atmosphere were significant predictors of
students’ academic engagement through
motivation for achievement. Explaining this
finding, it can be said that the teacher, by
establishing an emotional relationship with
students and considering their interests,
needs and preferences, a sense of
independence in choosing academic
activities, a sense of mastery over learning
and competence for success in them. Forms
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and this increases autonomous motivation
and involvement in academic activities. This
feeling is mainly created through positive
emotional communication with the teacher
and peers and determines the involvement
and psychological and  behavioral
performance of students. According to the
theory of self-determination, the sense of
connection and belonging is not a simple
perception, but includes the firm belief that
the school is a safe environment for the
student and a place that is a supportive
source in the face of academic problems. If
the need for student communication in the
school is not met, the person pays attention
somewhere outside the school to meet this
need, and this can lead to a feeling of
alienation from the school.
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