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Introduction

Space, as an important factor in the process of
urban development, is not only a fundamental
driver for the accumulation of assets, but also a
container for the continuous entry of population
and the development of economic industries.
After undergoing a period of rapid development
in urban spaces, there is now a greater sense of
responsibility to prevent the effects of the
continued development of cities. Also in recent
decades, urban spaces have come under
pressure for a variety of reasons, including
declining economic growth rates, demographic
change, industrial adjustment, and declining
real estate markets. In recent years, imbalances
in the spatial structure of the city, population
shifts and changes in economic centers on the
one hand and population decline, erosion of
buildings and facilities and the devaluation of
residential land and commercial uses on the
other hand It has caused the deterioration of
environmental quality in some spaces and
consequently urban shrinkage. Therefore, the
study of urban spaces from the perspective of
shrinkage and provide solutions to prevent
imbalances in the spatial structure of the city is
an inevitable necessity. In this regard, the
present study has been written with the aim of
examining the spaces of Tabriz metropolis from
the perspective of shrinkage indicators. From
the beginning of the present century and
especially from the 1950s and 19600s due to
developments such as land reform, disruption
of traditional urban-rural relations, mass influx
of rural migrants to the city, rapid increase in
oil revenues, rapid growth of service needs,
development of economic and communication
infrastructure, rapid growth of major industries
and assembly, followed by the extensive
growth of the administrative and governmental
apparatus, has made the role and functions of
the city of Tabriz as the center of new
developments in East Azerbaijan province and
the northwestern region of the country,
unprecedentedly broad and complex.

Methodology

The research method in the present study is a
combination of quantitative-qualitative
approaches with applied purpose and
analytical-exploratory nature, which In order to
collect information, have been used the data of
censuses and digital maps of the archive of the

Deputy of Research and Planning of Tabriz
metropolis and also the master plan approved in
2016 of Tabriz. In order to analyze the
information, in addition to the authors'
calculations in different population dimensions
(growth rate and aging percentage) and physical
(per capita land uses), the center and elliptical
center deviation method has been used to
measure the spatial distribution of commercial
complexes. It should be noted that the mean
center as an approximate criterion for
comparing the spatial distribution of point data
(in the present study of commercial complexes)
and ellipse deviation is a measure of the size,
extent of dispersion and direction of dispersion
of point data.

Results and discussion

Findings indicate that changes in recent years in
various demographic, physical and economic
dimensions, polarizing the city in terms of
development and formation of the new Tabriz
in the east and the old Tabriz in the west of the
city and the lack of safe and vibrant spaces to
meet the needs Urbanization of the people and
the gradual decline of the social status of the old
(central) neighborhoods and the suburbs of the
city and consequently has caused a decline in
environmental quality and urban shrinkage in
the central, western, northern and southern
regions. This is due to inappropriate policies in
city management, which has led to an
imbalance in the spatial structure of the city in
terms of development and the decline and
shrinkage of some areas of the city. It can also
be said that the increase of commercial
complexes and nuclei in East Tabriz with new
constructions, facilities and equipment has
caused extensive population movements from
the western and central areas of the city to these
areas. In this regard, day by day, with the
increase in the economic value of residential
and commercial lands in East Tabriz, the central
and western regions have lost their
attractiveness for investors. However, in the
case of suburban areas in the north and south of
the city (informal settlements), it can be said
that the residents of these areas do not have the
necessary financial ability to move around the
city. Residents to city managers and officials,
on the other hand, have seen the deterioration of
urban structures and facilities in these areas.
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Conclusion

In terms of population, the city center has the
most decrease and the eastern and western
regions have the most increase. In the physical
dimension, burnout in buildings and facilities is
mostly related to the central and marginal areas
of the north and south, and in the east of the city
and some parts of the southwest, we see a
favorable situation in terms of physical
characteristics. In the economic dimension, we
are witnessing a change in economic centers
and their orientation to the east and the decrease
in the economic value of real estate and lands in
the west and the city center. In general, it can be
said that the suburbs (north and south) and west
of the city in recent years due to their
undesirable in various physical, economic and
social dimensions have seen slight changes, but

the central fabric of the city in recent years with
a decrease in population and the deterioration of
buildings and facilities, as well as the decline in
economic value in residential and commercial
lands is declining and shrinkage, and the east of
the city has gone through a period of prosperity.
Therefore, the changes in the spatial structure
of the city in terms of demographic and
economic indicators have caused the decline of
environmental quality in some areas of Tabriz
and has left various effects on the city.
Bipolarity, increasing problematic contexts and
the loss of historical identity and social status,
especially in the city center, are the most
important effects of the changes made in recent
years, which has caused the shrinkage of some
spaces in Tabriz.
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