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Abstract

This research analyzes the heroes of Sadegh Hedayat's stories, focusing on two key works, "A Woman Who Lost
Her husband” and "A Man Who Killed His soul . The purpose of this study is to investigate how heroes face
existential crises and social challenges, which are at the core of Hedayat's works. And also the role of the heroes
of the stories in breaking the chains tied to their feet. Most of Hedayat's short stories lead to death and their
heroes accept what fate has decided for them. But among them, there are stories whose heroes rebel against the
existing social structure. The current research method is to use qualitative analysis of the text and use tools such
as data collection, articles, books, archive and use the approach of critical theorizing as well as the theories of
modernism and postmodernism to explain the topic. By deeply examining the elements of the story, including
characterization, narrative structure and central themes, we try to achieve a better understanding of the inner
tensions of the heroes and their interaction with the social environment. The results show that guiding heroes are
representatives of despair and the search for meaning in a chaotic world. They struggle with social and personal
barriers and these struggles help shape their identity and destiny. The transition from tradition to modernity has
had a great impact on the political-social structure and as a result the character of Hedayat stories. This research
aims to clarify the role and influence of these heroes in reflecting the social and cultural realities of their time.
Finally, this study deals with the importance of Hedayat's works in a deeper understanding of human and social
complexities and emphasizes the necessity of re-reading them in different fields of literary and social studies.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

By creating characters that emerged from the
society structure of his time, Hedayat tries to
deal with various social issues and issues by
using popular terms and expressions and many
references to popular culture. He has depicted
the transition from tradition to modernity in the
form of a story and mostly symbolically. In
this thesis, the researcher has tried to examine
the political-social structure of the Hedayat
era, as well as the transition from tradition to
modernity and its effect on the people, and as a
result, the creation of stories, by analyzing the
short stories of Hedayat (A woman who lost
her husband and The man who killed himself)
examines the underlying factors of the struggle
to change the fate of the heroes of the stories
against the existing situation and describe the
existing conditions and, as a result, the
favorable conditions that may have been given
to them. In addition to answering the main
question, which is the fight against fate by the
heroes of Hedayat stories to break the chains,
the following sub-questions should also be
answered:

1- How do the heroes of the stories "The
Woman Who Lost Her Man" and "The Man
Who Killed His Self" rebel against the status
quo?

2- What role did the transition from tradition to
modernity play in the hero's rebellion?

Methodology

The type of method used in this research,
according to the nature of the research, is of
the qualitative research type. The researcher is
trying to analyze the information with a
descriptive-analytical method, which with a
detailed and in-depth look, examines the
elements of the stories in question and
examines the things that are related to the main
topic from the basis of the stories. to do The
tools used in this research include original
texts, books and articles.

Results and discussion

"Hedayat's works are influenced by his time
and age. What he presents in his works are:
superstitions, religious prejudices, destroyed
love and friendship, lost security and identity,
promiscuity, wvulgarity, masculinity, mental

suffering, loneliness and loneliness, hypocrisy
and deceit and backwardness. The laziness of
the people, the shamelessness, the hypocrisy of
the guards, the general morality in the society,
the general ignorance of the people, the
scandal of the responsible class of the state,
poverty and misery, fruitless efforts, the
destruction of the family and society, chaos
and Meraj, class difference, Fear of the
ugliness and corruption of the environment,
protest against patriarchal moral principles,
criticism of the culture and cultural atmosphere
and the level of literacy of the society. (Akbari
Birag, 2013: 92). What is meant by Hedayat is
that the women of the Iranian society are
suffering from a kind of depression in front of
the existing situation of the society, from
which they should free themselves and free
themselves from the burden of prejudices and
traditions of the past. Zarin Kolah (the hero of
the story of the woman who lost her hushand),
is a symbol of the poverty prevailing in the
women's society of that time. In order to get
rid of such imposed poverty, he has to make
logical or illogical reactions and get himself
out of that situation. He is in contrast with a
man whose bad qualities are pointed out many
times in the story, such as being a liar, being
immoral and hypocritical. Gol Bebo's
character, unlike Zarrin Kolah, who is a
dynamic character, is a static character and
remains the same until the end of the story. "In
the story "The Man Who Killed His soul ", the
fictional character of Hedayat puts another
form of life in the test crucible in order to find
out the secret of existence like the great
mystics and in this way escape from the
absurdity and futility of ordinary life. He
spends his life to kill self-pity and discipline in
order to open an opening towards the real
world and the higher life from which existence
originates. In the meantime, he suddenly
realizes that he has fallen into the trap of
another deception; In the trap of deception,
which is the trap of spreading the false
claimant of mysticism, his mentor and target is
Sheikh Abul Fazl, who has opened a shop in
this way. (ghurbani, 1372: 75). Hossein Ali is
rebellious in both stages of his life, one is
when he breaks the bonds of worldly life and
turns his back on worldly affairs with seclusion
and austerity, and the other is when he realizes
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the true nature of his friend and teacher, and
that It is time that prefers death to life.
Hedayat's two stories "The Woman Who Lost
her husband " and "The Man Who Killed soul
" emphasizes the role of man in his destiny and
that man is first of all reliable and can choose a
better way for himself by using his intellect
and wisdom. and to reach the benefit that he
wants, and these are the fundamental principles
of modernism that have been more prevalent in
western societies, and as a result, they are
visible in societies that have turned towards
modernity.
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