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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Development planners consider tourism activities as a key element of sustainable rural development.
Nowadays, rural tourism can create jobs, increase income and ultimately can bring welfare and
improvement of living conditions for villagers. The most important purposes of rural tourism
development are economic development, social and spatial development of rural communities.
Nowadays, with 200 million employees, tourism accounts for about 8% of total global employment and
is one of the five main sources of foreign exchange earnings for tourist countries such as China,
Germany, Greece, the Netherlands, Spain, etc.

The tourism industry can provide a good platform for investment and, with less reliance on resources,
provide an opportunity for less developed countries to stimulate their economic growth to increase
production and create job opportunities. Meanwhile, the villages have very favorable and special
conditions in accordance with their cultural, social, economic, geographical and natural structure.
Because today the visit of farms, orchards, groves, springs, cultural and tourist landscapes of rural
settlements is of interest to the guest community and tourists, planning to use them to develop rural
tourism is inevitable. Undoubtedly, rural tourism is a reliable source in many developed and developing
countries today, which can have a significant impact on increasing the income of villagers. One of the
biggest benefits of the rural tourism sector is to create income and increase wages, and consequently to
improve the economic situation for the people who work there. Accordingly, the overall purpose of this
study is to investigate the capacity of tourism development and provide solutions to develop tourism in
mountainous villages.

In this regard, sustainable tourism emerged as the only solution to save nature and human beings. From
this perspective, the paradigm of sustainable tourism examines tourism across borders and establishes
a triangular relationship with the tourism industry between the host community and its territory on the
one hand and the guest community, which is tourists on the other hand and aims to adjust the pressure
and crisis between the three sides of the triangle and establish a balance between them for a long time.
The mountainous and summer resorts of Maneh and Samalgan, with their many capabilities and diverse
geographical landscapes, have suitable potential and actual capabilities for attracting tourists. Numerous
waterfalls and springs, beautiful gardens and farms, a quite pleasant climate are some of the tourist
attractions of this County. The most important attractions of this area attract many interested people
annually. It has been visited for many years by the general public, especially travelers to the holy city
of Mashhad. Therefore, comprehensive knowledge, proper planning, and management are essential
factors in order to develop rural tourism in the study area.

Methodology

The present study is in applied form and in terms of the method is descriptive-analytical based on field
studies. The statistical population of the present study is rural households and the guest population in
the villages of Maneh and Samalgan districts. The statistical population of the present study includes
tourists and households living in the villages of Kastan, Darkesh, Jowzak, Abeh Mohammadjan,
Amned, Shurak, Agh Mazar, Esfidan, and Eslamabad, which includes 1321 households in 2016. Based
on this, and by considering the 5% standard error, the required number of samples was determined to
be equal to 266 people according to the Cochran formula. The questions in the present study were set
on the Likert scale and in five grades (very low, low, medium, high, and very high). The reliability of
the research tool was obtained by using Cronbach's alpha coefficient for the studied components which
are equal to 81%. The extracted data from the questionnaire were analyzed by SPSS software and by
utilizing descriptive and inferential tests.

Results and Discussion

Friedman's mean comparison was also used to explain the obstacles to tourism development and the
results of the test show that the highest average rating is for the component of social insecurity in the
region for tourists with an average rating of 7.05 and the lowest average rating is related to the
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inappropriateness of facilities and health equipment and services with an average rating of 3.68. Also,
the results of Friedman's test show that with 99% confidence, it can be accepted that there is a significant
difference between the investigated items. Also, the motivation of tourists to travel to the studied
villages is investigated. It was found that the examined components show a significant and acceptable
difference.

Kruskal-Wallis test was used to compare the level of economic development of villages, and the results
of the Kruskal-Wallis statistic were equal to 83.865 and p value = 0.000, which indicates that there is a
significant difference in this respect at the confidence level of 99. There is a percentage between
villages. The results show that the villages of Abe Mohammad Khan, Jozak and Darkash, as well as
Kastan have a more favorable situation than other villages, and the villages of Aghmarz and Shurk do
not have a favorable economic situation. Therefore, it can be acknowledged that although all the studied
villages have tourist attractions and every year travelers travel to the mentioned villages, but the tourism
acceptability of the villages, despite the environmental capabilities and many tourist attractions, do not
have the same status. . So that the promotion of economic development indicators under the influence
of tourism is different in the studied villages.

In addition to the mentioned cases, the target and studied villages also explain the significant difference
with each other up to the level of 95%. In other words, tourism has affected different villages to a
statistically acceptable level, and the average ranks of each of the villages indicate the improvement of
social and cultural development indicators. It is worth mentioning that the social development of
villages in different villages is not aligned with the economic development, and the reasons for this can
be found in the variability of cultural and social components on the one hand and the cultural conflict
of the host society with the guest society.

Conclusion

The results of Chi-square correlation analysis demonstrated a 99% significant relationship between
potential capacities in the villages of the study area with tourism development. In addition, the results
of Kendall rank correlation coefficient for the Symmetric variables, economic and physical
development indicated a significant relationship up to 99% confidence level. Also, the results of the
Friedman mean comparison test illustrate the importance of each of the examined items and explain the
significant difference up to 99% confidence level between them. It is worth mentioning that the results
of the Kruskal-Wallis test also indicate a significant difference of 99% among the indicators of
economic, social, and physical development of the studied villages.

Therefore, it can be concluded that although some villages have a high tourism potential based on
studied indicators, some of them are also more vulnerable. Therefore, the endeavor of all local managers
and officials towards the comprehensive management of rural tourism development is essential and
inevitable.
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