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An Examination of the Formation of a Trilogy in Ahmad Mahmoud’s Three
Novels: Neighbors, A City Story, and Scorched Earth
Mozhgan Bahrami', Dr. Morteza Jafari?, Dr. Maryam Kohnsal®

Abstract

Trilogies are a prevalent theme in Western literature. This literary genre has
recently made its way into Iranian fiction, prompting some authors to create works
in this field. Ahmad Mahmoud, a realist and contemporary writer from the South of
Iran who began his writing career with short stories, skillfully connected these to his
longer narratives. Given that he intertwines them based on a single theme of
significant historical-social developments in contemporary Iran, the question arises
whether his three novels, Neighbors, A City Story, and Scorched Earth, can be
considered a trilogy. Mahmoud, with his realistic perspective, consistently and
conscientiously reflects important societal events in most of his stories, creating a
deep connection between them that he strives to maintain. In most of his narratives,
the content and characters are so interconnected that it seems each story, while
maintaining its individual identity, shares internal commonalities—such as
addressing the historical and social changes in Iran from 1951 to 1981 under the
shadow of politics, the oil issue, colonialism, war, and its social consequences—
thereby contributing to the formation of a trilogy. This research employs a
descriptive-analytical method, using library-based documentation, to examine how
the trilogy emerges in the mentioned novels and assesses the degree to which these
works conform to the criteria of a trilogy.

KeyWords: Ahmad Mahmoud, Trilogy, Neighbors, A City Story, Scorched
Earth.
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