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Abstract

Environmental quality and its promotion are important and effective
issues in the rural development process. This index has always been
considered by experts and planners. In this regard, planning and
formulating policies in rural areas with the aim of achieving sustainable
development, requires recognizing and analyzing the current situation. In
the present study, the status of environmental quality indicators and the
prioritization of villages in Hemmatabad district (Borujerd County) have
been investigated. The research is applied and the method of doing it is
descriptive-analytical. Two methods of documentary and field
(questionnaire) have been used to collect the required data. In the
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questionnaire in 13 sample villages and descriptive and inferential
statistical methods were used to analyze the data. The results showed that
the environmental quality of the studied villages is above average.
Among the studied indices, the most appropriate situation is related to the
social environment index (average equal to 38.04) and the most
inappropriate situation is related to the quality index of tissue
environment and communication networks (average equal to 16.36). The
results also indicate that there is a significant relationship between the
environmental quality of villages and the tendency to live and the
persistence of the population. Finally, the prioritization of the sample
villages in terms of the status of environmental quality indicators showed
« that Valashan village is in the first rank (score 0.9339) and Qaleh No
= Hakimi village is in the lowest rank (score 0.6774).
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Environmental quality is one of the
topics of interest in psychological,
ecological and geographical studies. In
geographical studies, the focus of
environmental quality as the key word of
research is in urban and rural social
geography. Accordingly, social geography
has made considerable efforts to evaluate
different residential environments.
Geographers have always stated that the
ultimate goal is to improve the quality of
human life. In various definitions of
geography that have been presented since
ancient times, it has emphasized the
relationship between man and the
environment. Geographers have always
sought to optimize this relationship in order
to make human life desirable. Improving
environmental quality requires recognizing
its status so that by recognizing and
examining this dimension of rural areas, we
can take steps towards sustainable
development of rural areas with proper
planning. Therefore, the present study tries
to answer the following main questions to
prioritize rural areas of Hemmatabad
district (Borujerd County) in terms of
environmental quality indicators.

A) What is the status of environmental
quality indicators in the studied villages?

B) Is there a significant difference in
terms of environmental quality indicators
between the studied villages?

C) What is the relationship between
environmental quality indicators and the
tendency of local residents to stay and live
in rural areas "?

Methodology

The present research is descriptive-
analytical in terms of applied purpose and
method of doing it. The required
information is collected in two ways:
documentary and field. Hemmatabad rural
district in Borujerd city is the study area.
Hemmatabad is one of the four villages in
the central part, according to the 2016
census, has 28 villages with 50 families and
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more. From the total number of villages, 13
villages have been selected as the sample
villages according to the spatial
distribution, population and distance. The
unit of research analysis is resident
households, which out of a total of 2792
households living in sample villages, 10%
and 292 households were randomly
selected as a statistical sample for more
assurance. Based on documentary studies
and content analysis method, 54 indicators
in the form of 7 major indicators have been
used. Indicators of functional quality of
services, quality of environmental
dynamics, visual quality, environmental
quality, quality of texture and
communication networks, quality of social
environment and quality of housing are
among the research indicators. For the
index of the tendency to stay and live in
villages, indicators of rural attractiveness,
hope for improvement in rural conditions,
preference for rural life over urban and
general satisfaction with rural life have
been selected. In order to analyze the data
and achieve the desired goals, descriptive
and inferential statistical methods have
been used. Also, in order to prioritize the
villages, the SAW method has been used
and to weigh the research indicators, the
entropy technique has been used.

Discussions and Findings

Findings show that among the 7 major
indicators of environmental quality, the
highest and lowest mean of rank are related to
the quality of social environment and the
quality of texture and communication
networks, respectively. The format of 4
indicators was examined. In general, the
average of this index with a standard deviation
of 0.71 is equal to 3.67, which has the highest
average value related to the indicator of life
preference in the village compared to the city
and the lowest average value is related to the
attractiveness of the village. The status of
environmental quality in the studied villages
based on T test shows the status of
environmental quality indices, visual quality
index, social environment quality index and

VYA-105 :(F0) VY 1 F+ ) . glailin 55, 4ol ol dolilad



Akbarian Ronizi

also housing quality index above average and
in functional quality indicators of services,
texture index and Communication networks
are below average.

Conclusion

Environmental quality is one of the key
issues in the field of studies and studies of
human-environment interactions on a
macro and micro scale. This issue needs to
be addressed in the process of sustainable
rural  planning and  development.
Environmental quality is part of the quality
of life. This concept includes abstract
perceptions, attitudes, and values that differ
between groups and individuals. The results
showed that among the major indicators of
environmental quality, the most appropriate
situation is related to the social
environment index and the most
inappropriate situation is related to the
quality index of tissue and communication
networks, which indicates that the level of
satisfaction with the indicators of this index
is unfavorable. Contract. In general, the
environmental quality of the studied
villages is above average, which is in line
with the studies of Sojasi Qaidari et al.
(2015) and Akbarian Ronizi and Shaykh
Bayglou (2015). However, in this regard,
the calculated results indicate a statistically
significant difference between the studied
villages. Among the goals of rural
development is the sustainability of the
population, which is affected by various
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factors such as the situation and satisfaction
with the quality of the rural environment.
Based on the results, it was found that there
is a statistically significant direct
relationship between the environmental
quality of rural areas and the tendency to
live and stay in rural areas. Finally, the
prioritization of the studied rural areas in
terms of environmental quality indicates
that VValashan village is in the first rank and
Qaleh Nohakimi village is in the last rank.
In general, considering the important
role of the quality of rural area environment
to achieve sustainable development, and on
the other hand, the existence of differences
in the villages studied in terms of

environmental quality indicators,
strengthening indicators and indicators
indicating environmental quality,

especially the quality of tissue environment
and networks Communication that is in
poor condition compared to other indicators
IS essential. Also, according to the
prioritization, it is necessary to pay
attention to the development and
improvement of environmental quality in
the village of Qaleh Nohakimi, which is in
the lowest rank.
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