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Abstract

Cooperatives can be a powerful arm in the field of production, services,
information, buying and selling for rural farmers and play a decisive role in the
stability of rural economy and livelihood to prevent The present research has been
carried out with the aim of investigating rural production cooperation in Zanjan
province and the role of this cooperation in solving rural problems. The research
is applied in terms of purpose and analytical in terms of descriptive nature. The
required data was collected using the field method (questionnaire, observation and
interview). The statistical population of the research is the villages that are located
in the area of the rural cooperative company. The sample size was obtained using
Cochran's formula of 310 rural farmer households. The results of the T test show
that the calculated for socio-economic and environmental indicators, respectively,
by doing 3.10, 3.20 and 3.06, are almost higher than the base values, the results of
the structural analysis showed that the economic index in rural development with
an impact factor of 53 / The most influential and social index with an impact
coefficient of 31/ has had the least impact in rural development and based on the
data of the analysis of variance test, there is a significant difference between the
cities of the province in terms of the influence of cooperatives. Yes, the cities of
Tarem, Khodabande with the rank of 4.103, 4.007 have the highest level of
influence, and the cities of Abhar, Ejer and Zanjan with the ranks of 3.571, 3.261,
and 3.024 respectively have the lowest level of influence. . The higher the level of
development and satisfaction of the users, the less problems and proper
management in these villages.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Today, with the process of globalization, the
role of people in determining their destiny,
especially in the economic and social sectors, is
felt more and more. The main form of people's
participation in the economy is usually private
and cooperative (Sabbagh Kermani & Ageli,
2004). The cooperative sector is considered one
of the flourishing sectors in the economy and
national development. In Iran, the cooperative
sector is considered one of the most important
sectors in the country's development, and in
principle (43) and (44) of the constitution, it is
considered one of the foundations of the
country's economic system (Research Office of
the Ministry of Cooperatives, 2008). The
process of sustainable rural development
depends on various factors and conditions, one
of the most important factors of which is the
development of cooperatives, which can
improve working conditions, life, production,
service provision, raising the level of income
and The social status of the village people
should play an effective role (Karim, 2015).
Rural production cooperatives are flexible
organizations (ILO, 2007), which as one of the
basic solutions in the field of widespread
participation of villagers in the development
process of villages and as an important tool to
help the development of rural and agricultural
communities, to create employment and diverse
They are considered as sources of income
(United Nations, 2007), and these companies
are able to overcome the anomalies caused by
the existence of small and scattered plots and
the inhomogeneousness of agricultural land and
many other inadequacies of small-scale
farmers. built and play an important role in the
development of villages (Ghezel & Kouhestani,
2010). Due to the group activity of the villagers
in the cooperatives, the amount of agricultural
products per level unit increases and the
villagers get the most profit, and finally, due to
the increase in their cognitive capacities, the
villagers are better able to determine their social
destiny. participate politically and
economically (Heidari Sareban, 2007).

Methodology
The current research is applied in terms of
purpose and descriptive and analytical in terms
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of nature and comparative causal method. The
statistical population of the research is 310
farmers working in rural  production
cooperatives in villages with active production
cooperatives in Zanjan province. The research
data was collected by library and field methods.
The questionnaire is designed in 3 parts, the
first part is the questions related to the
economic index (14 questions), the second part
is the social index questions (19 questions), and
the third part is the environmental index
questions (14 questions) in the form of a 5-point
Likert scale. (very high, high, medium, low,
very low) has been prepared. 11 cooperatives
have been selected as study sample areas for
surveying and collecting information in Zanjan
province. And out of 7 cities of the province, 3
cities of Mah-Nashan, Khorramdara and
Soltanieh have not been investigated and
surveyed due to lack of cooperation or lack of
active cooperatives. Research data was
collected by library and field methods
(questionnaire distribution and interview and
observation). To analyze the data collected
from one-sample T-tests, Duncan's test,
analysis of variance (ANOVA) and structural
equation model (SEM) were performed using
SPSS and AMOS software. At the beginning of
the work, to determine the validity of the
research questionnaires, a number (30) of the
questionnaires were duplicated and given to
farmers and experts in rural affairs, and their
opinions were used to modify the
guestionnaires.

Results and Discussion

To investigate the status of three indicators
(economic, social and environmental) of rural
development (as a dependent variable) in the
study area, a sample t-test test was used. The
data shows that the significance level of all
indicators is estimated to be 0.000, which is less
than 0.05, which indicates that the significance
level is desirable. According to the data, the
average value of all the indicators is higher than
the number 3, which means the optimal level.
The average calculated for economic, social,
and environmental indicators with the values of
3.10, 3.20 and 3.06 respectively are almost
higher than the base average and this indicates
that the indicators of rural development in the
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exploitation of cooperatives Rural production
has a positive effect on the rural development
of Zanjan province. The results of distribution
data show that according to 26% of users, the
state of rural development is at weak and very
weak levels, and 37% stated that the state of
these indicators is at an average level. Also,
36% stated that the state of rural development
within the study area is at an acceptable level.
The results of investigating the general situation
of rural development using the average
comparison test show that the average of rural
development is higher than the optimal level,
i.e. the number 3, and the significance level is
estimated at 0.000, which is less than 0.05,
which indicates that the significance level is
desirable. Is. The average of the overall state of
rural development with an average of 3.13 is
approximately higher than the base average,
which indicates a positive relationship between
rural development and cooperative exploitation
of rural production. And based on the data of
the analysis of variance test, there is a
significant difference between the cities of the
province in terms of the influence of
cooperatives, Tarem, Khodabande cities with
the average rank of 4.103, 4.007 have the
highest influence. And the cities of Abhar,
ljroud and Zanjan have the lowest degree of
influence with the rank averages of 3.571,
3.261, and 3.024, respectively. The higher the
level of development and satisfaction of the
users, the less problems and proper
management in these villages.

Conclusion

Cooperatives can be one of the most effective
ways to solve rural problems, because it allows
small farmers to increase their production and
lower production costs through the formation of
cooperatives. And thus earn more income.
According to the opinion of rural farmers, the
biggest problems of the villages are lack of
income, lack of facilities and lack of support for
agriculture, and meeting the needs of livelihood
and family, and the interest and dependence of

the factors and reasons for doing agricultural
activity are stated, according to the opinion of
the farmers, the main problem of agriculture in
The villages of Zanjan province can be related
to the problem of lack of proper and principled
management and planning and insufficient
attention to the agricultural sector, which has
caused problems in the exploitation and
agriculture of the province. The effect of the
studies studied in the 8 cities of the province has
also been different. Among the cities,
Khodabande, Tarem, Abhar, and Zanjan had
the greatest impact from the exploitations of the
province, and the cities of Khorramdara,
Mahneshan, ljerud, and Soltanieh had the least
impact, and the reason for this issue and the
difference inimpact in the first place in the form
and type of management in the cities and in the
second place related to natural resources and
geographical conditions. Among the cities of
Zanjan province, the cities of Abhar,
Khodabande, Zanjan and Taroom because of
their superior natural features and also the
principled and appropriate management of
Mahneshan, ljerud and Soltanieh cities in terms
of the impact of exploitation in Rural
development ranks better. Due to the
dependence of Iran's rural economy on
agriculture, the level of risk tolerance among
farmers is very low, because they consider any
change as the destruction of their sources of
income and livelihood. High and low level of
literacy and low level of income of many
farmers must first convince and attract the
participation and trust of rural people and bring
them together with rural development plans and
in addition benefit from their experience and
skills in agriculture. In fact, a planning should
be done from the heart of the village and the
villagers whose first priority is the wishes and
needs of the villagers, it is in such a program
that the villagers will be willing to cooperate
and the path of the plans and projects will be
clear and smooth to the same extent. And this
achievement will be beneficial for both the
farmer and the country.
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