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i Abstract

¢ Today, tourism in the world is considered as one of the most dynamic economic
: sectors and plays an important role in income creation and development of
¢ employment among the countries of the world. Sports tourism examines the
: presence and participation of athletes in sports competitions or engagement of
: spectators in watching sports events. Successful development in various economic
: activities are mainly dependent upon effective management. The purpose of this
¢ research is to investigate the functionality of management in the development of
: sustainable sports tourism in Armand section of Khanmirza County in
i Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province. This is an applied research using review
: (documentary-library) and field surveys. This study with a qualitative and
. exploratory research method employed thematic analysis in implementation. The
: statistical population are all the experts in the fields of physical education and
: sports management, sociology, geography and planning, and tourism, with
¢ scientific experiences in the field of sports tourism. Sampling was conducted in a

purposeful way, and theoretical saturation was met by 10 interviews. The results
have indicated that the application of integrated management along with the
participation of local communities with environmental education and awareness
can promote sustainable development of sports tourism and enhance the positive
events related to sports in the study area. It was also revealed that application of
efficient management methods supported by the planning and marketing of sports
tourism can help this area to play a greater role in sports tourism and also increase
its share and rank among other regions of the country in this type of tourism.
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Extended Abstract

Today, tourism in the world is considered as one of the most dynamic economic sectors and plays an
important role in income creation and development of employment among the countries of the world.
Sports tourism examines the presence and participation of athletes in sports competitions or engagement
of spectators in watching sports events. Good experiences by the players and spectators can develop
flow of visitors to the regions and foster international and inter-cultural relations that can lead to
improved public diplomacy. Successful development in various economic activities are mainly
dependent upon effective management. The purpose of this study is to investigate the position of
management in the development of sustainable tourism with an emphasis on sports tourism. Armand
district in Khanmirza County in the south of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province has many capacities
and capabilities in the field of nature tourism, ecotourism, geo-tourism and other types of tourism
including sports tourism. Given the geographical location of the city and the infrastructural and
economic, social, institutional-structural, administrative-political and especially managerial factors, the
existing capacities of this area have not been used in tourism, especially sports tourism. Therefore, the
research questions of this study are: 1) What are the main reasons for the poor development of
sustainable sports tourism in Armand district of Khanmirza County? 2) Why Khanmirza County and its
districts have not had a significant contribution in sustainable sports tourism? 3) How can the capacities
and capabilities of sports tourism in Armand district be used in the sustainable development of tourism
by applying proper management and planning methods?

The present study is a qualitative and exploratory research based on thematic analysis method. The
statistical population of this research consisted of the experts in the fields of physical education and
sports management, sociology, geography and planning, tourism (with scientific records in the field of
sports tourism). Sampling was conducted in a purposeful way, and theoretical saturation was performed
with 10 interviews. In this regard, some researchers stated that in a study that is carefully guided and
the selection of the sample was evolutionary and sequential, the theoretical saturation point will be
reached with about 12 participants. The research tool was semi-structured interviews with experts. At
this stage, data were collected in the qualitative data collection method: 1. Selection of individuals, 2.
Telephone calling and communication, 3. Sampling (target-sampling), 4. Selection of data collection
approach based on studying the background of the research and holding interview sessions, 5. recording
data in the form of audio recording and note-taking, 6. Solving difficulties, and finally, 7. Collecting,
sorting, adjusting and analyzing the data. It is noteworthy that a list of preparations as interview
questions and data collection tools has been prepared at the beginning of the work, and as a road map
and interview protocol, before conducting interviews with each of the experts and they were sent to the
subject matter experts. The interview questions were formulated in order to answer the research
guestions and also with regard to the background and goals and were distributed among the respondents
in a sequence. In order to analyze the data obtained from the interview, the following steps have been
taken: 1) interviews analysis attempts including writing and implementing interviews, creating primary
codes and coding along with searching for themes and concepts; 2) interpretation of the text with
drawing and analysis of the network of themes; and 3) combining and integrating the text (editing the
report). In order to verify the validity and acceptability of this research, we used three methods: a)
multiple data sources, b) multiple analysts, and c) multiple methods to increase the acceptability and
reliability of qualitative research. This research was conducted by the assistance of two specialists with
master's degree and PhD in physical education with a focus on sports management. In addition, the
findings of the research were provided to 6 participants in the interviews and their additional comments
were also added to the results. In the discussion of validity and in other words the transferability of
research results and findings, other researchers believe that this is beyond the ability of a qualitative
researcher, but it can be done to some extent by extracting and presenting as many findings as possible.
This part also realized the validity of the research. We made an attempt to implement this
recommendation by reviewing numerous interviews and extracting maximum and non-repetitive
materials. In order to be verifiable, the researcher can record the notes and interviews, and also state the
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entire research process and the path of decisions during the research report. The work used test-retest
reliability and, as a result, the reliability calculation of conducted interviews will be more accurate.

In general, it can be said that counties of Lordegan and Khanmirza in the south Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari provinces were, until 2000s, in a geographical isolation with poor development in
communication with weak transportation. After the construction of Isfahan-Khuzestan transportation
axis, there was considerable improvement in the geographical and spatial conditions of Lordegan and
Khanmirza counties. In the interviews conducted with experts, elites of sports tourism, they emphasized
on the constructive role of communication infrastructures and transportation facilities in introducing the
attractions and capabilities of tourism, together with the application of management methods.

However, several proposals based on the review-documentary and field studies of this research can be
suggested for improvement of sport tourism in the area. Identifying the tourist attractions of this area,
especially the capabilities of sports tourism through various promotional methods; Application of
management methods along with formulation of comprehensive and operational sports tourism
programs in this area; Creation of synergy among the provincial and local executive bodies and the
cooperation of these institutions with the people in line with the development of tourism flows in this
area; Preparation of investment packages for investment recommendations in order to create
infrastructure, and develop facilities in this area; Use of the capacities of the local community along
with encouraging and promoting the benefits of tourism as well as teaching environmental protection
and natural resources protection. Finally, the results have indicated that the application of integrated
management along with the participation of local communities with environmental education and
awareness can promote sustainable development of sports tourism and enhance the positive events
related to sports in the study area. It was also revealed that application of efficient management methods
supported by the planning and marketing of sports tourism can help this area to play a greater role in
sports tourism and also increase its share and rank among other regions of the country in this type of
tourism.
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