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The present study investigates rural area development with an emphasis on social
capital in the villages of Kermanshah Province. In terms of its nature, the
research method is quantitative; in terms of purpose, it is applied; and regarding
data collection, it is descriptive—survey. The data collection instrument was a
questionnaire consisting of seven main components and 44 items derived from a
review of the literature, whose reliability was calculated using Cronbach’s alpha
(0.84). The content validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by experts. The
statistical population of this research includes the entire rural population (47,000
people) of Kermanshah Province, and the Cochran method was used to determine
the sample size. Using multi-stage cluster sampling, 85 villages were selected
and the researcher-made questionnaire on measuring social capital for rural
development in Kermanshah was distributed based on the population of each
village. To analyze the data, simple linear regression and structural equation
modeling were performed using SPSS version 26 and Smart-PLS software.
Among the social capital indicators (agricultural knowledge management, social
trust, social cohesion and communication, and social participation), the indicator
of social participation, with a beta coefficient of 0.674, had the greatest impact
on the dependent variable (rural area development), while agricultural
knowledge management had the least impact. To determine the predictive power
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social participation. variable), multiple regression analysis was applied. The results of the multiple
regression revealed that, considering the significance level (0.95), social
participation had the highest impact on rural development, with a beta coefficient
of 0.674.
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Rural development is a key requirement for the
sustainability of rural communities and for
preventing migration to urban areas. Social
capital—through components such as trust,
participation, cohesion, and communication—
plays an essential role in strengthening rural
development and improving living conditions.
Although rural areas possess various forms of
capital (physical, economic, human, natural,
and institutional), social capital is considered a
critical factor for achieving sustainable rural
development, particularly in disadvantaged
regions such as Kermanshah Province.
Previous studies show that rural development
depends not only on economic growth but also
on social norms, local trust, participation, and
agricultural knowledge. The lack of attention to
social capital has led to persistent problems
such as poverty, inequality, weak community
participation, and increasing migration.
Therefore, many scholars argue that
strengthening social capital can support
economic and social improvements, enhance
community cooperation, and create better
development outcomes.

Given the socio-economic challenges in
Kermanshah’s rural areas, this research
examines the status of social capital in rural
settlements and its impact on sustainable rural
development. The main objective is to evaluate
how social capital influences development
levels in the region and to determine whether an
appropriate analytical model can explain this
relationship.

The research method was quantitative, applied
in purpose, and descriptive-survey in data
collection. A questionnaire containing seven
main components and 44 items—validated by
experts and with a Cronbach’s alpha of 0.84—
was used to collect data. The statistical
population included all 47,000 rural residents of
Kermanshah Province, and the sample size was
determined using Cochran’s formula. Through
multi-stage cluster sampling, 85 villages were
selected and questionnaires were distributed
based on their population size. For data
analysis, simple linear regression and structural

equation modeling were applied using SPSS
(v.26) and Smart-PLS.

The findings indicate a significant positive
relationship between social capital and rural
development in Kermanshah Province. Among
the social capital components, social
participation had the strongest impact,
highlighting the importance of local
engagement, volunteer groups, and civil
associations  in  fostering  sustainable
development. Social trust also showed a
significant effect, serving as a foundation for
cooperation and collective action, while social
cohesion contributed substantially to rural
development by promoting connected and
collaborative communities.

In contrast, agricultural knowledge
management had the least influence due to
limited access to modern farming technologies,
unequal distribution of agricultural equipment,
and insufficient training and extension services.
This suggests that while technical knowledge is
important, social capital factors—trust,
participation, and cohesion—play a more
decisive rtole in driving sustainable rural
development and improving livelihoods.
Strengthening these social dimensions can
enhance agricultural productivity, reduce rural-
urban migration, and support economic and
social stability.

Moreover, the study emphasizes the need for
targeted policies to reinforce social capital in
rural areas. Government agencies and local
organizations should promote community
engagement, build trust between residents and
institutions, and support cooperative networks.
Providing access to modern agricultural
knowledge, training programs, and
infrastructure can complement social capital,
creating resilient rural communities and
ensuring long-term development and prosperity
in Kermanshah Province.

Conclusion

The study confirms that social capital plays a
pivotal role in sustainable rural development in
Kermanshah Province. Among its components,
social participation, trust, and cohesion were
found to have the strongest impact, while
agricultural knowledge management had a
comparatively lower effect due to limited
access to modern technologies and training.
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Social capital fosters collaboration, strengthens
local networks, and enhances collective action,
contributing to higher agricultural productivity,
reduced rural-urban migration, and improved
livelihoods. Sustainable rural development
requires the integration of social factors with
economic and technical measures, emphasizing
trust, cooperation, and active community
engagement.

To strengthen social capital and promote
development, it is recommended that
policymakers integrate these components into
strategic planning at both micro- and macro-
levels. Establishing village-level associations,
volunteer groups, and local committees can
foster trust, improve service delivery, and
accelerate development. Programs should focus
on empowering  villagers,  enhancing
interpersonal trust, institutionalizing
participation in local decision-making, and

increasing ~ community  resilience  and
commitment to development initiatives.
Furthermore, regional planning should consider
social capital alongside economic development
and employment creation to improve
satisfaction, productivity, and long-term
sustainability in rural areas.

Overall, combining social capital enhancement
with technical support and infrastructure
development offers the most effective path
toward sustainable and inclusive rural growth.
Strengthening participation, trust, and cohesion
in rural communities not only improves
agricultural and economic outcomes but also
builds resilient, self-reliant, and cooperative
societies.  Government  agencies, local
organizations, and development practitioners
should adopt these integrated strategies to
ensure the long-term  prosperity  of
Kermanshah’s rural communities.
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