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Abstract

Rural women are more likely than men to poverty and gender
discrimination and most of them are marginalized and controlled by men.
The involvement of rural women in home-based economic activities can
be an important contribution to rural development. Furthermore,
personality type of rural women can be effective relationship in
establishment of home-based economic activities successfully or
unsuccessfully. Accordingly, this study aimed to understand the
personality type of rural women in home-based economic activities using
behavioral model of DISK. 1542 participated rural women in home-
based economic activities of Kermanshah Province were considered as
research population. The research sample was estimated by multi-stage
random cluster sampling approach (n = 325). Data were collected
through a structured questionnaire. The results showed that most
successful and unsuccessful women have influence and steadiness
personality types, respectively. Also, the results of logistic regression
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understand the behavioral model of disk and develop theoretical
foundations of rural entrepreneurship. Also, the results of the research
can be used to recognize rural women's personality in formulating
educational-extension programs and public policy in order to stimulate
rural women for development of home-based economic activities.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Rural women are key agents for
achieving the transformational economic,
environmental and social changes required
for sustainable development. But limited
access to credit, health care and education
are among the many challenges they face,
which are further aggravated by the global
food and economic crises and climate
change. Empowering them is key not only
to the well-being of individuals, families
and rural communities, but also to overall
economic productivity, given women’s
large presence in the agricultural workforce
worldwide. ~ Achieving  equal and
sustainable development in any society,
regardless of the role and position of rural
women, is unattainable. The situation of
women's activities in Iran shows that the
employment of rural women is not in a
good condition, so that only 12% of rural
workers are women. Rural women play a
key role in supporting their households and
communities in achieving food and
nutrition security, generating income, and
improving rural livelihoods and overall
well-being. They contribute to agriculture
and rural enterprises and fuel local and
global economies. As such, they are active
players in achieving the MDGs. Yet, every
day, around the world, rural women and
girls face persistent structural constraints
that prevent them from fully enjoying their
human rights and hamper their efforts to
improve their lives as well as those of
others around them. Rural women are more
likely than men to poverty and gender
discrimination and most of them are
marginalized and controlled by men. The
involvement of rural women in home-based
economic activities can be an important
contribution to  rural  development.
Furthermore, personality type of rural
women can be effective relationship in
establishment of home-based economic
activities successfully or unsuccessfully.
Accordingly, this study aimed to
understand the personality type of rural
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women in home-based economic activities
using behavioral model of DISK.

Methodology of the Study

This research was performed in terms of
purpose, application, in terms of variable
control, non-experimental, in terms of data
collection, descriptive and correlational, in
terms of paradigm, quantitative method and
based on logistic regression. 1542
participated rural women in home-based
economic activities of Kermanshah
Province were considered as research
population. The research sample was
estimated by multi-stage random cluster
sampling approach (n = 325). Data were
collected through a structured
questionnaire. Due to the scattering of the
sample and the size of the geographical
area, a multi-stage cluster sample was used.
First, Kermanshah province was divided
into four regions according to the weather
conditions (cold and dry, hot/ medium-dry
and cold and semi-dry/ wet, medium and
semi-dry). Finally, four counties and nine
rural were included in the sample. The
DISC model was used to measure the
personality traits of women small business
owners. The questionnaire’s face and
content validity was confirmed by a panel
of experts and its reliability was estimated
by Cronbach’s alpha in a pilot study (a =
0.91). Logistic regression model was used
for descriptive analysis of the data and to
investigate the effect of the proposed
variables on the hypotheses and test the
final research model.

Findings

The results of logistic regression
revealed that the extent of experience,
assigned time to activities, income and the
use of social networks can explain 28% of
success of rural women in home-based
economic activities. Rural women with
more experience will have 5.76 increases in
their chances of success in their business.
Women whose average income is at a good
level will increase their chances of success
by up to 2.39 times. Women who spend
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more time on their business will have a 1.17
times higher chance of success. Also,
women who use social media the most in
their business will have a 1.88 chance of
succeeding in their business. Assessing the
dimensions of rural women's personality
traits revealed that among successful
women, there is a predominant personality
type, followed by women with influential
personalities. While among the less
successful or unsuccessful women, there
was the personality type of the influential
and the second dominant. There are
influential personality types between the
two groups, but the biggest difference
between the two groups is between the
dominant and conscientious personality
types. Thus, women with an influential
personality type have played an important
role in both successful and unsuccessful
women's groups and have had a greater
impact on home-based businesses. Given
the scores gained by women in all four
dimensions in both successful and
unsuccessful groups, it has been found that
successful women are more likely to follow
a high DI behavioral pattern. In contrast,
unsuccessful or less successful women
follow the High | behavior pattern.

Conclusion

The results revealed that in successful
women, the dominant personality type was
more pronounced. This may be due to the
fact that success in a business can be due to
characteristics such as being competitive,
leading and motivating, being extroverted
and being honest, as well as valuing time
and space. The present study can better
understand the behavioral model of disk
and develop theoretical foundations of rural
entrepreneurship. Also, the results of the
research can be used to recognize rural
women's  personality in  formulating
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educational-extension programs and public
policy in order to stimulate rural women for
development of home-based economic
activities. It is suggested that if you want to
help start a home-based business, you
should start by creating virtual social
networks. Also, creating virtual
communication between facilitators and
relevant experts with women active in any
field can be beneficial in their success.
People with higher levels of education
should be used to participate in various
activities and wused as liaisons and
facilitators between rural women and
officials.
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