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Research Article Introduction: The purpose of the current research was to provide a model of factors

affecting administrative corruption in football clubs with a grounded theory approach

Methods: This qualitative study used a grounded theory approach with an
exploratory method. Data were collected through a review of the literature and 21
interviews with 18 experts, including sociologists, legal experts, coaches, referees,
players, and human resources specialists. The samples were purposefully selected
based on experience and expertise, and content analysis was used to extract the
components.

Results: The results indicated that the factors influencing corruption in football clubs
include personal and character traits (eight indicators), political factors (four
indicators), internal club factors (eight indicators), external club factors (six
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Corruption is generally defined as deviant behaviour in which the
offender abuses their position in an organisation or society to
benefit another individual or institution. This abuse of position is
initiated by the individual or someone else to benefit themselves or
a third party. The overall goal of the research was to present a
model of factors affecting administrative corruption in Iran's first-
division football clubs in 2024.

Methods

This qualitative research was conducted using a grounded theory
approach and exploratory method. Data was collected through a
review of the literature and 21 interviews with 18 experts, including
sociologists, lawyers, coaches, referees, players, and human
resources experts. The samples were selected purposively based on
experience and expertise, and content analysis was used to extract
the components. The main question of the research was: What
factors do you think contribute to the incidence of corruption in the
first-division football clubs of Iran? In the interviews, the
respondents expressed their opinions on the presentation of the new
15 components or indicators, as well as the confirmation of the
collected components and indicators. Then, the group of experts
was asked to rank the effectiveness of the identified components in
the incidence of corruption in football clubs.

Results

The results showed that the factors affecting corruption in football
clubs include individual and personality characteristics (eight
indicators), political factors (four indicators), internal club factors
(eight indicators), external club factors (six indicators), and cultural
factors (five indicators).

Conclusion

To reduce corruption in football, it is recommended that intelligent
and accurate systems be developed for evaluating club
performance, comprehensive and up-to-date laws be established in
line with global developments, violators be identified and punished
promptly, and continuous training on the code of ethics be
provided.
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