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Figure 1. Interpretive research diagram (Source: Grote & Vank, 2005: 136)
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Figure 2. Facade of the Ali Qapu Palace. Although this palace has had numerous uses and drastic changes, its main use has ultimately been as a

public palace. The most important feature of these buildings is the high height of the building. (Source: Galdiri, 1983
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Figure 3. Plan of Chehelsotun Palace, very similar to the Tavilleh Hall and the Aineekhaneh Palace, with a series of steps at the entrance to the Thakht-

gah, a brick porch for the guests, a wooden pavilion for guests, and a garden space outside for ceremonial ceremonies (special occasions). The most
important feature of this building is the elongated plan (Source: Badr, 2019; Mansouri, 2005)
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Figure 4. Plan of Hasht-Behesht and other recreational pavilions. The most important feature of these buildings is the octagonal
palace in the middle of a garden, so that the garden view can be used to the fullest (Source: Rezazadeh Ardabeli & Sabet Fard, 2013)

W OIge

g Cuoid o)lasd

NEaE )lgy J@dsigs Jlw /



0 Coaid s)lad )} IO

S

11€61€ jlgy /@o3)e) Jbw /

395 pgdlieeld Conme py (55 45 1y2 sl 293 4,
e 0300 Sy o0 515 4285 00 0y Ol (59 J=5 j9a
@ ey Slp 0 s Dgeome &5 pedelicel b dlluuia Wi 3
OFFYNS A F 2 TVE (o ls) cadls 6yt JL3l coszl
Lrsp > 5l g sy Sows (o S Sl o)lgen ok old
sy o 5 5k Sl Glo,Lid 02 bmy (o 5 45 S o0
L slesal o1y Sglaie (gum U (slo g0 (g9 o ccly ololy (59,
5 goly o b gl rogy oo iy 5 a5 0 )5 CuogS izl 55 e
IS e L) Sy Sy Cangd i g S0 (593 0100
FFr 2l e Obs 4 leslw old adle plia g L2
Dgd oo o A S (o Ol dges a5 s 5 5l o) Sloo 55
el (2 (50,99 A a2 | ol LS (50,99 Olsi o0 (IS ok
[pwp > LS j0 1) Cdg (1 iln (iiesSe Candt (50,90 40 gl 10,5
Cdy g a9, old oages o oy90 (nl o i3S gl g
Suzee (NS EL U 0y90 (nl dles Cualdg g i <Show gLl
VoA o 5 Ly oo 50,99 aitls asll 5V oA+ 53,8 )0 55
0,90 IS EL ol i b (5545 3 )+ A% Lo 050> b 5 5T 3
aalolols i axgi CSlas joul 4y (60905 U (T )lg 0,0 digi g
09l 5 O3lsy g 5 vt i (550590 (nl o il
6545 35 59 CeasS> Shly (0,90 plmil w5 13,5 Az g 2l
ol sl o)l o ey 0L 5 (Ko b algS b plges 5o
glosl 4z ys 599, Culsg 4 o)lisd (59 (9, S b el 3]
lonl s ol 0Ly Slisl ol L .cd, s 5, 0bigd 55 Slae
s 5ol 5yl 53 (i 5 A (i5e py )3 0 03l
VI=AYPY GaeS) 0,5 (550095 5 6)by0 OS2 5 pliael e
o3 51 ollsy) Bl ot 3 (VY YRR L bstune VY

OYA0 ooVl g i :351) oLl b o8 S8 #1575 IS
Figure 6. Abbasabad Hunting Palace (Source: Beheshti &
Agadpoush, 2016)
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yard and winter and summer rooms (Source: Mirshiri, 2004)
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Figure 8. An official portrait of King Suleiman with the royal
crown and a woman presenting him with flowers. The portrait
of the king with only one woman is rare in the Safavid period
and shows his attention to the women of the harem ((Source:
Jubbadar, 1660-1670)
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Figure 7. The terraced tower of the Rekib Khaneh, which was

used by the king to look around.It should not be forgotten that

this image was taken after the Sadri changes in the Qajar period
(Source: Flandin, 1851)
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Figure 10. Grell's drawing of the Hasht-e-Behesht mansion
after it was converted into an engraving in Chardin's book
(Source: Chardin, 1670)
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Figure 14. Takht-e-Solomon of Isfahan (Source: Brun, 1720)
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Figure 12. The cloister and chambers of the Eshratabad Garden during the Qajar period (Source: Semsar & Saraeian, 2003)
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Figure 13. The Hezar jareb Garden, Kaempfer's plan. According to Chardin, Cary, and Kaempfer's descriptions. Probably the red
color of the garden's cloisonné, the yellow color of the harem buildings, the deep green of the private garden, the pale green of
the public garden, the blue of the water path and the main pond. Coloring by the author, the original map by Kaempfer taken from
Alemi's article. (Source: Alemi, 2011)
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Figure 14. Part of the Mobarakeh Dolatkhaneh of the Safavid Isfahan Nagsh-e Jahan, which changed during the reign of Shah Su-
leiman. Probably the red color of the Bulbul Garden and the Hasht-e Behesht Mansion. The yellow color of the Khashab Street. The
green color of the Ashraf Hall. The blue color of the Tohid Khaneh Gate. The azure color of the Tohid Khaneh Women's Garden.
The purple color of the Lale Beg Square. Engraving taken from the Kaempfer map. (Source: Kaempfer, 1712)
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Table 1. Constructions of Shah Suleiman the Safavid.
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Abstract

One of the topics that have notbeen investigated so far is the role of Shah Suleiman in the architectural transformations
and urban planning of Safavid Esfahan. Although, until today, articles and books have also addressed the issue of
construction during the era of Shah Suleiman, what has not been carefully studied is how Shah Suleiman, with his
unique personality, played a role in the architecture and urban planning of Esfahan. This article aims to get to know
Shah Suleiman by examining the primary sources and the historical-interpretive method, which is one of the well-
known methods of architectural research, and then, based on his personality, to clarify the role of Shah Suleiman
in the architectural transformations and urban planning of Esfahan. On the other hand, the Safavid kings could
play a role in architecture and urban planning in different ways. By transforming the physical characteristics of
architectural and urban spaces, urban events, and social context, especially the context of minority neighborhoods,
and influencing some urban areas such as monasteries, coffeehouses, etc. and with their presence in the city and
other issues, they were effective in the transformation process of the city, especially the capital. It should not
be forgotten that each Safavid king influenced Esfahan differently than Shah Abbas I because of their politics
and character. In this article, due to the limitation, only the physical transformations, which mainly included the
construction of recreational booths for the harem and the way of using these booths as large urban preserves,
have been limited. Other cases, especially the changes in some urban spaces such as coffee houses, etc. which
are noticeable in this period, have been ignored. First, by using primary sources, an attempt was made to identify
the personality and characteristics of Shah Suleiman, the causes of the formation of this personality, and his other
characteristics, and then, by knowing the architectural works and the way the presence of Shah Suleiman in the
city was based on historical sources and in a descriptive-analytical way, the relationship between the personality
of Shah Suleiman and his actions in the city of Esfahan was clarified. At first, glance, although the physical
characteristics of the city of Esfahan did not change much at the beginning and end of Shah Suleiman's reign, this
city became a somewhat different place. From a general perspective, it can be seen that King Suleiman, who loved
living in a harem, turned the city of Esfahan into a place like a big harem as much as he could. First, he brought his
women to the harem-like city with many long preserves. Men over seven had to stay away from the neighborhoods,
where they sometimes stayed for more than two weeks so that the king could walk around the city's neighborhoods
with his women. Places where ordinary young girls tried to make themselves one of the king's many wives in this
big harem so that they could benefit from the benefits of this marriage.

Keywords: Suleiman I of Persia, Shah Suleiman Esfahan, The harem of Naqsh Jahan, Ashraf Hall,
Hashtbehesht palace, Esfahan Takht Suleiman.
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