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Abstract

The aim of this research is to explain the elements and variables affecting Iraq’s foreign
policy towards Iran. In this regard, the main research question is: in light of the political
developments following Saddam’s fall, what are the most significant elements and factors
influencing Iraq’s foreign policy towards Iran from 2003 to 2024? The research method is
descriptive-analytical, and the results show that Saddam's fall after the U.S. invasion paved the
way for the rise of Shia and Kurdish groups affiliated with and aligned to Iran. On the one hand,
Iragi Shia and Kurdish groups favor Iran’s presence in Iraq's political arena to maintain the
balance of power, which had long been dominated by the Sunnis, in their favor. Consequently,
the new power structure in Iraq has worked to Iran’s advantage. The U.S. entry into Iraq and the
containment of Iran’s strategic rival pushed Iraq’s foreign policy closer to Iran, creating a new
opportunity for Iran. The decline of Sunni Arab influence due to the Shia ascension to power in
Iraq further enhanced Iran’s importance in Iraq’s domestic politics. Given that Shia religious
parties hold power in Iraq and form its government, Iran’s influence in this country is significant
both politically and militarily. Most of the prominent militias in Iraq are supporters of Iran.
Additionally, Iran's high influence on various Shia political groups can serve as leverage for
maintaining stability and security, and the Islamic Republic has, at different times, played the
role of mediator between various ethnic and religious groups.
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