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Abstract

Introduction: Entrepreneurial culture has emerged as a critical factor in
transforming higher education institutions into engines of innovation and
economic growth, particularly in developing countries seeking economic
diversification. This study explores the complex ecosystem of antecedents and
consequences of entrepreneurial culture in lIragi higher education institutions,
aiming to develop a comprehensive framework for understanding and
enhancing entrepreneurial initiatives within this unique context. The research
addresses significant gaps in knowledge regarding entrepreneurship
development in Middle Eastern higher education systems, with specific focus
on Iraq’s distinctive academic environment

Literature Review: While entrepreneurship in higher education has been
extensively studied in Western contexts, research focusing on Middle Eastern
countries, particularly Irag, remains limited. Existing literature highlights the
importance of institutional support, leadership commitment, and educational
policies in fostering entrepreneurial culture, but lacks integrated models that
capture both antecedents and consequences specific to the Iragi context. This
study addresses this gap by examining how cognitive, emotional, behavioral,
and organizational factors interact to create an entrepreneurial ecosystem
within Iragi universities, contributing to both theoretical understanding and
practical application.
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Research Methodology:This study employed a mixed-methods approach. The
qualitative phase utilized inductive content analysis through semi-structured
interviews with 20 subject matter experts selected through purposive criterion-
based sampling until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data validation was
ensured through dual-coder review, expert validation, and member checking.
The quantitative phase employed a descriptive-survey approach with a
population of approximately 1,200 experts in public administration, higher
education, and entrepreneurship, from which 290 participants were selected
through convenience sampling. Data were collected using a researcher-
developed questionnaire with confirmed content validity and analyzed using
SPSS and AMOS software to test the proposed structural model.

Results The qualitative: findings revealed a complex network of factors
organized into 190 general categories, 158 sub-components, 27 main
components, and 6 dimensions: cognitive antecedents, emotional antecedents,
behavioral antecedents, administrative and organizational antecedents,
entrepreneurial culture, and consequences of entrepreneurial culture. The
quantitative results confirmed the model’s goodness of fit, validating the
relationships between the identified dimensions and components within Iragi
higher education institutions. The findings demonstrate the interconnected
nature of various factors contributing to entrepreneurial culture development
and its subsequent outcomes in academic settings.

Discussion and Conclusion: This study contributes to the understanding of
entrepreneurial culture development in Iragi higher education by providing a
comprehensive model that identifies both contributing factors and resulting
outcomes. The findings suggest that fostering entrepreneurial culture requires
a multifaceted approach addressing cognitive, emotional, behavioral, and
organizational factors simultaneously. University administrators and
policymakers can utilize this model to strategically enhance entrepreneurial
activities within Iragi universities by focusing on key antecedents identified in
this research. The study also highlights the importance of cultural and
contextual factors in shaping entrepreneurship initiatives in higher education,
suggesting that models developed in Western contexts may require significant
adaptation for effective implementation in Middle Eastern academic
environments.
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