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Abstract

The Islamic Republic of Iran always faces protests and social unrest due to the plans of the enemies on
the basis of one of the internal events. At the end of September 2022, due to the death of one of the
iranian citizens, there were riots in the country. This research was designed and implemented with the
aim of investigating the social psychology of the 2022 riots, emphasizing the role of Persian language
foreign media, especially the Iran International Network. In general, the root of the formation of these
protests can be seen in crises that cause deep dissatisfaction among the people with political
institutions. In the contemporary world, protest and social movements have always been an important
lever in social, political and cultural transformations. In this research, Ted Robert Gurr's theory of
relative deprivation (2001) as well as documentary and library analysis methods was used to
investigate the root of unrest. The results of this research showed that unrest as a social and
psychological phenomenon that was widely observed among young people and especially women,
showed a deep dissatisfaction with the social and economic conditions of the country. These unrests
were rooted in the feeling of insecurity, discrimination and social inequality. Meanwhile, the activities
and provocations of the foreign media, especially the Iran International Network, played a direct and
central role in the escalation of discontent, political activism, the spread of the virus of gatherings, the
mental desecration of public opinion, vandalism, tarnishing the image of the regime and its officials
and security and military organizations. This network represented the protests of 2022 as national,
ideological and purposeful protests.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Since the beginning of the third millennium, social movements have expanded
significantly as interconnected, dynamic, and influential forces capable of pressuring
governments to implement social changes. Many social and political scholars believe
that social movements both rely on and contribute to the emergence and growth of
social capital, even creating new forms of it. Unrest or social movements are
fundamental concepts in political science studies. This subject has attracted the
attention of many scholars across various social science disciplines since the early
20th century. However, there is still no consensus in the literature on a fixed
definition or classification of these movements.
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Neil Smelser, referencing the efforts of other theorists in this field to introduce terms
such as "social movement™ or “collective rebellion," ultimately conceptualized these
phenomena under the broader term “collective behavior.” Smelser asserts that
collective behavior is not institutionalized; rather, its distinct nature diminishes as it
becomes more structured. He defines it as a form of behavior shaped to respond to
undefined or unstructured situations (Smelser, 2001). Similarly, Ted Robert Gurr
uses the term "political violence" to describe all extensive attacks within a political
society against the ruling regime and its actors, including rival groups, power
holders, or their policies (Sharifi, 2009). Since "protest” is the visible and dynamic
face of any social movement, policymakers and rulers must thoroughly understand
its mechanisms with the help of independent scholars. By doing so, they can harness
the energy of discontent and perceived oppression for constructive social
transformation, increasing the social capital of both the state and the nation by
acknowledging the voices of protesters. Baron and Branscombe define social
psychology as a scientific field aimed at understanding the nature and causes of
individual behavior and thought in social contexts. Based on this definition, social
psychologists describe fundamental processes in this domain, such as social identity,
cognition, emotion, and motivation in participants of social movements.
Social psychologists have proposed various explanations for the intense and
aggressive reactions observed in protest gatherings. One explanation is the concept
of "social facilitation,” which suggests that the presence of others amplifies
individual actions (Taylor, Peplau, & Sears, 2006).
The theory put forth by Taylor, Peplau, and Sears (2006) aligns closely with B.F.
Skinner’s "reinforcement theory," which posits that behaviors leading to goal
attainment are reinforced and persist, whereas those that do not result in
reinforcement fade away.
In the same context, Latane introduced the "social impact model," arguing that
individual actions within a group become more intense as the group grows in size.
Furthermore, the cohesion among group members and their perceived strength as a
collective entity amplify protest actions. In other words, if individuals feel supported
by others in times of crisis, their sense of security increases, making them more
likely to confront political authorities and their representatives aggressively.
Additionally, if dissatisfied protesters perceive their group as strong enough to force
government officials into submission, their protest actions become more intense.
A protest group is more likely to drive individuals toward extreme and destructive
actions if it possesses specific characteristics, such as:

1. A strong leader actively present during collective protests,

2. The ability to provide moral justification for destructive protest actions,

3. The capacity to rationally defend its positions,

4. The ability to present itself as a unique, superior group and the only viable

force for improving conditions.

Jack Brehm, another social psychologist, analyzed protest actions, arguing that when
individuals feel their freedom and sense of control are being stripped away—when
they perceive they have no role in governance and that authorities disregard their
opinions—they experience heightened agitation. This internal tension drives them to
engage in intense emotional actions in an attempt to regain their lost sense of control
and autonomy.
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Social Media and Contemporary Protests in Iran

In recent years, Iran has witnessed several social protests in which media, social
networks, and virtual platforms have played a crucial role. Although these
movements differ in their political and social origins, they share one essential
feature: the occupation of public spaces by crowds organized through modern
communication media. The analysis of media coverage of different events reveals
that the media actively shape public perception by constructing specific narratives
about incidents. In today's world, international relations are increasingly defined by
"public diplomacy" and, specifically, in the realm of communication technologies, as
"media diplomacy." The media have become powerful tools for influencing public
thought and ideology (Sinha Palit, 2023).

The launch of Persian-language media outlets represents a new wave of soft media
warfare against Iran. While these outlets initially pursue short-term political
objectives, in the long run, they target Iranian-Islamic identity, culture, ethnicity, and
people's beliefs. These media channels have broadcast extensive political programs
aimed at agenda-setting, deepening divisions between the people and the
government, and weakening the government's public support base.

The role of Persian-language media outlets abroad is a prime example of how social
media is leveraged to influence public opinion. The Persian-language network "Iran
International” played a direct and central role in escalating dissatisfaction, mobilizing
political activism, spreading the "virus of protest,” instilling psychological insecurity
in the public, encouraging sabotage, and damaging the credibility of the state, its
officials, and its security and military organizations.

Theoretical Foundations of the Research: The theory of relative deprivation by
Ted Robert Gurr, as one of the key theories in social psychology and sociology,
explains the causes of protests and social unrest. This theory is based on the idea that
the feeling of relative deprivation in society, especially among young people, can
lead to dissatisfaction and ultimately social turmoil.

Concept of Relative Deprivation: Relative deprivation refers to a situation in which
individuals feel that they are not achieving their goals and desires, especially in
comparison to others or to the conditions they could have had. This feeling can stem
from the discrepancy between value expectations and value capabilities. Value
expectations refer to the goods and conditions that people believe they deserve, while
value capabilities reflect individuals' perceptions of opportunities and resources
available to meet their needs (Sadeghian, Masoudnia, Nesaaj, & Rahbarghazi, 2021
204). According to Gurr’s theory, this sense of deprivation can manifest in economic,
social, and cultural dimensions and is not only linked to economic reasons but also
political and social factors.

Effects on Social Protests: Gurr’s theory differs from Davis’s theory, which focuses
more on economic aspects. While Davis argues that the feeling of relative
deprivation emerges when a period of economic progress is followed by stagnation,
Gurr suggests that this feeling can arise at any time, particularly when individuals
compare their actual living conditions with the potential conditions they could have
had. Tajik and Khodakhah Azar (2016), in a study titled Virtual Social Media and
the Political Sphere in Iran, examined the 10th presidential election and urban
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carnivals in Tehran. They stated that in contemporary Iran, with the interconnection
of various issues and crises and their acceleration due to information technology, all
political affairs and the public sphere have become highly politicized, while at the
same time, this space has become virtualized.

Grasso et al. (2017), in a study titled Relative Deprivation and Inequality in Social
and Political Activities, sought to answer whether relative deprivation has different
effects on various types of social and political activities. Their findings indicate that
negative economic conditions promote participation in unconventional forms of
engagement. Additionally, the impact of the feeling of deprivation is intensified for
active protest behaviors under negative economic circumstances.

Influential Factors in Iran

In Iran, factors such as economic deprivation compared to other countries and rising
social expectations contribute to the formation of this sense of relative deprivation.
Young people, in particular, who seek better opportunities and greater welfare, may
be significantly affected by this feeling and, consequently, engage in social protests.
Ultimately, Gurr’s theory of relative deprivation serves as an analytical tool to better
understand the causes and contexts of social protests, demonstrating how individual
and collective emotions can lead to collective action (Azgh, Allahyari, & Kajbaf,
2020). Zhai (2016), in a study titled Significant Economic Growth, but to What
Extent? The Impact of Modernization on Political Satisfaction of Chinese Citizens,
argued that China's rapid economic development might have significant political
implications. The level of political satisfaction among Chinese citizens regarding
civil liberties and political rights affects China's future political development. The
empirical findings of this study show that most Chinese citizens demonstrate greater
satisfaction with their civil liberties and political rights after experiencing
improvements in their well-being.

Taghavi-Ramezani (2020), based on a study titled Representation of the December
2017 Protests in BBC Persian, stated that the main agenda-setting themes of this
media outlet during the 2017 events included promoting the inefficiency of the
government, highlighting human rights violations and restrictions on civil liberties in
Iran, and projecting BBC Persian’s neutrality.

A study examining the role of virtual space in the 2022 unrest revealed that social
media played an unparalleled role in influencing public opinion, orchestrating street
mobilizations, and inciting riots, particularly in Tehran. The exaggerated and
sensationalized dissemination of information provided material for adversarial media
outlets, which led to severe and sometimes irreversible consequences
(Pourghahramani & Norizadeh Khameneh, 2023). A research study aimed at
investigating the relationship between social media messaging and the tendency
toward riots found a significant correlation between exposure to social media
messages and the inclination to participate in protests among young people
(Abdolrahmani, Hosseinpour, & Jabari, 2021). Denisova (2017), in an article titled
Democracy, Protest, and the Public Sphere in Russia After the 2011-2012 Anti-
Government Protests, examined the role of social media in anti-government protests
in Russia during 2011-2012. Using a descriptive and content analysis approach, the
researcher analyzed the content of Facebook and Twitter pages used by protesters.
The study found that social media had a strong and significant influence on Russian
protests (81%), with protest mobilization largely facilitated through social networks.
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However, the researcher noted that despite their crucial role, digital media could also
create divisions among protesters. Consequently, authorities might find protesters’
presence in virtual spaces more manageable than in real-life demonstrations.
Additionally, the study indicated that social media censorship and formal and
informal restrictions on government criticism intensified protest activities.

Farooq (2017), in a study titled The Arab Spring and the Theory of Relative
Deprivation, used a descriptive and documentary method to analyze ideological
factors and civil society demands that led to uprisings in Tunisia, Lebanon, Yemen,
Egypt, and Syria. The research highlighted the role of educated youth and social
networks in these uprisings, employing Gurr’s theory of relative deprivation. The
findings showed that while various economic, social, political, and cultural factors
contributed to the Arab uprisings, their manifestations differed across countries
depending on specific political, social, and economic conditions.

Given the Supreme Leader’s emphasis on the existence of a comprehensive enemy
strategy, identifying countermeasures against adversarial actions is crucial. As he
stated:

"Regarding the events of the 2022 riots, the enemy's plan was comprehensive, but
their calculation was flawed; this is significant. The enemy's plan was not deficient,
but their implementation was miscalculated. When we say the enemy's plan was
comprehensive, it means they employed all available tools to disrupt and destabilize
the country, aligning all these factors systematically." (Ayatollah Khamenei, speech,
January 12, 2023).

This research aims to understand the nature and causes of protester behavior and
mindset, emphasizing Ted Robert Gurr’s theory of relative deprivation, as well as the
role and manner of news representation by Persian-language media, particularly Iran
International. How does the representation of news by foreign Persian-language
media (with an emphasis on Iran International TV) from a social psychology
perspective influence the nature of protesters' behavior and thoughts, contributing to
unrest?

Statement of the Problem

Unrest, protests, and riots, as well as the methods for controlling these phenomena,
are of particular importance to all countries. Governments continuously strive to
strengthen their security systems as means of social control over such occurrences. In
Iran, this issue has been of significant concern since the victory of the Islamic
Revolution. The various incidents, including the 2022 unrest, have heightened the
importance of this matter and posed challenges to the country's security and political
systems.

A general understanding of the nature of urban unrest, protests, and riots in the
Islamic Republic of Iran suggests that, apart from the misconduct of specific political
factions and the mistakes of certain elites, the essence of these urban protests—at
least from the perspective of the general public, especially the youth—is not
inherently subversive. Rather, these movements reflect a form of protest and self-
expression aimed at achieving political, economic, or social objectives in response to
perceived frustration (Sharifi, 2009). However, other factors, such as foreign Persian-
language media and social networks, interfere and complicate the situation, making it
harder to control protests effectively. Opposition media play a negative and
influential role in fueling unrest in the country. These media outlets actively cover
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the protests and go beyond mere reporting by disseminating false and exaggerated
news, inciting and guiding protesters towards escalating the unrest, and weakening
the morale of security forces. Effective management of protests, therefore, depends
on controlling the influence of these media, as well as internal media outlets that
support protesters.

Furthermore, considering the long-standing and continuous hostility of the United
States and the Zionist regime against the Islamic Republic of Iran (along with active
support from certain governments, particularly the United Kingdom and France), it
appears that their main strategy is to provoke and activate collective protest actions
against the regime, pursuing a "transformation from within™ approach. As a result,
Iran’s security and law enforcement agencies are frequently exposed to situations
similar to recent unrest. Since handling such gatherings in the Islamic Republic is a
complex task that requires minimizing political and social costs, adopting appropriate
strategies, and adhering to ethical and moral principles in field operations, success in
this endeavor necessitates a precise understanding of the protesters' behavioral nature
and their psychological (and sociological) characteristics as the target population for
managing unrest.

In general, the psychology of protests studies and analyzes the behaviors, emotions,
and motivations of individuals who engage in political and social protests despite the
risks and personal costs involved.

Psychological Dimensions Affecting Protesters

One of the characteristics of social life is collective behavior, especially in the realm
of protests, which entails significant social, economic, and security costs. Finding
methods to prevent and control such behaviors is crucial. Despite extensive research,
no universal model exists that can completely control or prevent collective protest
behavior worldwide. The main reasons for this shortcoming are, on one hand, the
inherent differences between societies and, on the other, the internal changes and
developments within societies over different periods. Due to ecological and cultural
differences, each society requires models tailored to its own needs and standards. To
develop an effective framework for controlling collective protest behavior, it is
essential to critically analyze existing theories and adapt them to the specific
conditions of each society and incident. Several sociological theories explain the
causes and nature of collective protest behavior, including Johnson's Value Model
(focusing on the lack of coordination between value systems and division of labor in
causing social instability), Rostow’s Model (asserting that unrest is inherent in
transitional societies), Huntington’s View (emphasizing the role of incomplete
development), Davies’ Theory of Rising Expectations, and Smelser’s Structural
Strain Theory.

As indicated by the term "collective protest behavior and unrest,” this phenomenon
involves both individual behavior within a group and the role of group characteristics
in influencing individual actions. Robert Gurr argues that individuals’ frustration in
achieving their goals and their perception of relative deprivation lead to aggressive
behavior and violence. Factors contributing to civil violence include the
psychological justification of political grievances, the successful experiences of
previous groups, and the role of violent symbols. He also highlights the role of group
solidarity in providing a sense of security and encouraging violent actions. Gurr
dismisses the idea that social arrangements or political institutions can entirely
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prevent violence and refutes the assumption that dissatisfaction primarily stems from
material deprivation. He argues that no social model can fully satisfy human
aspirations or eliminate dissatisfaction entirely.
Gurr rejects coercive control models as a solution to dissatisfaction, asserting that all
coercive measures—except genocide—fail to deter people from engaging in
violence. He contends that violence breeds reciprocal violence, and the harsher and
broader the use of force, the less likely it is to achieve anything other than absolute
victory. He believes that coercion alone is ineffective in the long run, as it often leads
to increased resistance rather than submission.
According to Gurr, humans seek not only material well-being but also security,
dignity, a sense of belonging, and the right to self-governance. Although political
violence may seem irrational, it is never entirely without cause. He identifies
ignorance as a common contributing factor to violence. His strategies for controlling
violence include minimizing changes in value positions—essentially maintaining the
status quo—and ensuring the equitable distribution of social, economic, and political
resources.
If elites are committed to progress or find themselves inadvertently engaged in it, the
benefits of that progress must be distributed equitably. According to Gurr, if
marginalized groups have means to achieve their goals, control over their resources,
access to necessary skills, and if they are not hindered by discriminatory barriers,
they can be temporarily pacified. However, false hopes can be more destabilizing
than unattainable aspirations.
A related theory is Berkowitz’s Frustration-Aggression Hypothesis, which suggests
that protest and aggression arise as reactions to frustration. Initially, frustration leads
to increasing aggression, but after a certain threshold, aggression diminishes as
people come to expect frustrations. As Berkowitz explains in his third hypothesis, as
the number of frustrations grows, people anticipate them, perceiving them as less
negative, which in turn reduces aggressive responses.
Jack Brehm’s Reactance Theory, closely aligned with Gurr and Berkowitz, asserts
that a perceived threat to personal freedom leads individuals to engage in aggressive
actions to regain control and autonomy.
Another situational factor facilitating protest behavior is the presence of onlookers.
As Taylor and colleagues demonstrated, the presence of an audience encourages
individuals to engage in more intense collective actions. If such actions result in
achieving the protesters’ goals, they persist; however, if they encounter stronger
opposition or fail to overcome obstacles, they tend to subside.
People involved in riots and protests can be categorized into three groups:

1. A minority supporting the protesters and rioters;

2. A neutral majority (at least in practice);

3. A minority supporting the government or opposing the protesters.

4.
Research Methodology: The present study employs a descriptive-analytical method,
focusing on the relationship between variables and analyzing them accordingly.
Since this research is ex-post facto, the appropriate approach for the study was
documentary analysis. This study examines the social psychology of the 2022
protests and the role of Persian-language media (with an emphasis on Iran
International) in fueling unrest in Iran.
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Examination of Iran International’s Activities During the 2022 Protests
An assessment of Iran International’s performance from September 18 to the end of
November indicates its approach and tactics in escalating, theoretically and
practically preparing, and scientifically justifying the promotion of violence under
the pretext of self-defense and retaliation. This includes encouraging attacks on the
police, police stations, and security forces, as well as the burning and overturning of
police vehicles during the riots.
During this period, the network employed various operational and tactical methods,
such as:
« Encouraging attacks on law enforcement vehicles,
« Altering regular television programming to focus entirely on the unrest,
« Broadcasting and promoting multiple calls for protests and gatherings,
e Spreading false news, such as claims that Mahsa Amini was struck on the
head by the police,
o Fabricating reports and disseminating claims of mass resignations by Iranian
academics,
« Indirectly teaching graffiti-writing techniques and organizing strikes,
o Emphasizing and repeatedly promoting slogans for street protests and
vandalizing public property,
« Encouraging lawlessness,
o Persistently publishing content to incite students to join the protests,
« Promoting a fabricated movement labeled as a student protest movement,
o Spreading false narratives about mass arrests.

Recurring Themes in the Network’s Programs
The satellite channel Iran International predominantly relies on repetition and
persistence in its content strategy. For example, in a 30-day period, at least 15
promotional clips were aired daily, amounting to 450 provocative teasers with
slogans against the Islamic Republic of Iran, promoting disorder and violence.
A review of Iran International’s broadcasts from September 15 to October 16
revealed frequent violations of Ofcom’s broadcasting codes in the following
categories:
1. Programs depicting violence, its consequences, and descriptions of physical
or verbal aggression.
2. Content for children that promotes or endorses violent, dangerous, or highly
anti-social behavior, encouraging imitation.
3. Material that incites or encourages criminal activities, disorder, or hate
speech that could lead to criminal actions or disturbances.
4. News and programs that fail to maintain impartiality.
Justifications for Promoting Violence and Protests
1. Labeling riots as acts of civil disobedience, stating that people are merely
setting fire to symbols of governance.
2. Justifying the burning of ambulances by alleging that they were used to
transport detainees.
Teaching protest participation strategies.
Providing security advice to protesters.
Calling on the international community to support rioters and spreading
unverified claims.

ok w
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6. Encouraging strikes and supporting protesters.

7. Expressing personal opinions to endorse strikes and support rioters.
A notable aspect of Iran International’s coverage was the extensive use of
provocative, propagandistic, and instructional language aimed at fueling unrest—an
approach unprecedented and in violation of global media protocols.
According to this study, Saudi-funded Iran International had the highest volume of
content production, publishing 11,426 reports, followed by Voice of America and
Radio Farda. Regarding social media dissemination, Iran International accounted for
20% of reposted content, Manoto 17%, and BBC Persian 14%, meaning that these
three networks were responsible for approximately 51% of the total content shared
about the unrest (Noor News, 2022).

Findings: The protests and unrest of autumn 2022 were among the most significant
instances of media and social media influence on Iranian politics. What began as
protests over Mahsa Amini’s death rapidly evolved into a nationwide movement with
political slogans. The speed at which the protests spread, the nature of the slogans,
and the cities involved surprised many, as political and security agencies had not
previously identified clear signs of large-scale unrest. As a psychological and social
phenomenon, these protests—particularly among young people and women—
reflected deep dissatisfaction with social and economic conditions. The unrest
stemmed from a sense of insecurity, discrimination, and social inequality.

Foreign Persian-language media played a significant role in shaping and sustaining

the protests. These media outlets contributed to forming public opinion and

mobilizing protesters through various means:

1. Spreading News and Information: These networks disseminated
information about the protests, sometimes resorting to misinformation and rumors,
which fueled tensions and public anxiety.

2. Discursive Diplomacy: Foreign media, particularly through narrative
framing, sought to portray Iran’s government negatively and present the
protests as a symbol of human rights violations. This strategy helped
internationalize the movement and gave protesters hope for external support.

3. Analyzing the Domestic Situation: Some media outlets provided in-depth
analyses of the protests' social and political dimensions, featuring expert
discussions that further highlighted grievances and potentially encouraged
further dissent.

4. Role of Intelligence Services: Certain analyses suggest that foreign media
functioned as tools of intelligence agencies, contributing to instability in Iran.

The protests also exacerbated psychological issues such as anxiety and depression,

particularly among young people and women, demonstrating the profound social and

psychological impact of the unrest.

Psychological Factors Behind the Protests
1. Sense of Insecurity: A prevailing sense of psychological insecurity,
especially amid economic and social instability, was a primary factor in the
unrest. This feeling stemmed from economic disparities and limited access to
opportunities.
2. Discrimination and Inequality: Dissatisfaction with social and economic
discrimination, particularly among young people and women, acted as a key
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catalyst for protests. Perceived inequalities and lack of fair opportunities
fueled public anger.

3. Lack of Leadership and Organization: The 2022 protests lacked clear
leadership and organizational structure, making them spontaneous and
widespread. This characteristic allowed protests to rapidly spread nationwide
and transform into a broader movement.

The findings suggest that the 2022 protests in Iran were not merely a reaction to
specific incidents but rather a complex social movement requiring deeper analysis in
the fields of social psychology and media influence.

Conclusion and Recommendations

From a social psychology perspective, the main factors contributing to public
dissatisfaction and anger include a sense of psychological and economic insecurity,
social inequality and discrimination, and a top-down approach in government-people
relations. When psychological and economic security is absent, and some people
enjoy life’s benefits while others are deprived, feelings of discrimination and
inequality can lead to unrest. Economic instability, repeated inflationary shocks, and
disrupted planning result in inequality, class divisions, lawlessness, and economic
insecurity, all of which affect individual psychological security.

Meanwhile, media and social networks play a crucial role in shaping and expanding
protests. Although some believe that these protests were primarily fueled by foreign
Persian-language media and online propaganda, the reality is that the media largely
served as amplifiers and reflectors of existing public dissatisfaction.

Foreign media, by extensively covering protests and broadcasting related news and
images globally, not only heightened international awareness of Iran’s situation but
also boosted the morale of protesters. Social media platforms provided an
organizational space for coordination, significantly contributing to the protests’
expansion across the country. In summary, the 2022 protests were rooted in deep
psychological and social grievances that had developed over many years. The media
played a role in amplifying these grievances and reinforcing the protesters' morale,
but the core reasons behind the unrest lay in structural and systemic issues that
created a sense of insecurity, inequality, and distrust among the people.

Recommendations
Based on the findings of this research, the following recommendations are suggested
to prevent future protests and unrest similar to those of 2022 in Iran:
A. Education and Cultural Development
1. Providing life skills training and peaceful conflict resolution education to
citizens through educational and cultural programs.
2. Promoting a culture of dialogue and constructive interaction among different
social groups via media and cultural institutions.
3. Teaching emotional management and anger control, especially in crisis and
high-tension situations.
B. Policy-Making and Planning
1. Implementing policies to reduce social and economic inequalities and
discrimination.
2. Addressing legitimate public demands and responding effectively through
well-planned policies.
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3. Creating equal opportunities for citizens to participate in decision-making
processes and social problem-solving.
C. Enhancing the Constructive Role of Media
1. Increasing media literacy among domestic users to prevent the rapid
acceptance of misleading content, particularly from unofficial sources.
2. Ensuring that media outlets exercise greater accuracy in reporting and refrain
from spreading rumors and false news.
3. Encouraging media organizations to adhere to professional and ethical
journalism standards, avoiding emotional manipulation and sensationalism.
4. Promoting media practices that contribute to social calm and conflict
reduction while avoiding content that exacerbates tensions.
These approaches require broad commitment and cooperation between the
government, civil institutions, political parties, and society as a whole. Through
dialogue and effective collaboration, sustainable and fundamental solutions can be
developed to prevent similar incidents in the future.
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