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Abstract:

The current research was carried out with the aim of analyzing and understanding the role of
political culture in the political development of the countries of the southern border of the
Persian Gulf (a case study of Saudi Arabia) using a descriptive-analytical method. The results
indicate that, in Saudi Arabia, political culture has not progressed much due to reasons such
as rent-seeking, tribal ethnicity, and monarchy. The political culture of the citizens of this
country, influenced by the general political culture ruling Saudi Arabia, has not shown much
desire for human rights and individual and social freedoms. The view of the masses in the
social political system of Saudi Arabia is from the bottom to the top, and one of the most
important demands of the masses of the people of this country is to achieve security and
economic prosperity. This view exists even among the Saudi scientific community and
intellectual elites. This has a direct effect on the type of political structure ruling this country.
Since the establishment of the Saudi government, this government has been one of the most
authoritarian and conservative kingdoms in the Arab Middle East. The political system of
Saudi Arabia has been based on political and religious patriarchy since the beginning and has
continued until today. Considering that the relationship between culture and the political
system in Saudi Arabia is bilateral, the political system of Saudi Arabia has a limited culture,
even though there have been cultural and social reforms in this country in recent years.
Especially since Muhammad bin Salman came to power, the influence of culture on the
political system of this country has undergone changes. This culture, which has come from
the interaction and influence of the three environments of the Al-Saud dynasty, the general
culture of Saudi Arabia, and the order of the international environment, has been able to push
the traditional Saudi society towards a developed society.

Key words: role, political culture, political development, southern margin, Persian Gulf,
Saudi Arabia
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