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Abstract
The Qajar period coincides with the social and intellectual transformations in
the West and the rise of scientific and technical advances and the expansion of
European colonial forces in the world at that time and bringing technical experts
in military and engineering affairs and establishing schools for training in these
techniques and sending students and interns to European countries, especially
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France and England. A group of noblemen’s children and princes got acquainted
with French and English language and literature. The translation of various
books from novels and stories to scientific, technical and military books in
Persian language began. In the meantime, the Dar al-Funun school was opened
with the efforts of Mirza Mohammad Taqi Khan Amirkabir and made it more
common and easy for Iranians to get acquainted with new sciences. Various
translations in different fields have survived from this period. The research in
these treatises reveals the required sciences of the Qajar era. One of the
surviving treatises from this period is "Translation of the description of British
warships™ written by "Monsieur Mitchell”, which was translated into Persian
by Ismail Valad Sahafbashi, a graduate of the Dar al-Funun school. In this
article, the

authors intend to introduce the remaining manuscripts of this treatise by
analytical-descriptive method and by referring to library sources and examine
the linguistic and historical characteristics of this treatise.

British battleships, Monsieur Mitchel, smail son of Sahafbashi

Keywords: British battleship, Monsieur Mitchel, smail son of Sahafbashi.

Extended abstract

The Qajar period coincides with the social and intellectual transformations in
the West and the rise of scientific and technical advances and the expansion of
European colonial forces in the world at that time and bringing technical experts
in military and engineering affairs and establishing schools for training in these
techniques and sending students and interns to European countries, especially
France and England. A group of noblemen’s children and princes got acquainted
with French and English language and literature. The translation of various
books from novels and stories to scientific, technical and military books in
Persian language began. In the meantime, the Dar al-Funun school was opened
with the efforts of Mirza Mohammad Tagi Khan Amirkabir and made it more
common and easy for Iranians to get acquainted with new sciences. Various
translations in different fields have survived from this period. The research in
these treatises reveals the required sciences of the Qajar era. One of the
surviving treatises from this period is "Translation of the description of British
warships" written by "Monsieur Mitchell”, which was translated into Persian
by Ismail Valad Sahafbashi, a graduate of the Dar al-Funun school. In this
article, the authors intend to introduce the remaining manuscripts of this treatise
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by analytical-descriptive method and by referring to library sources and
examine the linguistic and historical characteristics of this treatise.

Y. Introduction

The period of Qajar rule (1344-1210 AH/ 1795-1925 AD) coincided with the
social and intellectual transformations in the West and the peak of scientific and
technical progress and the spread of European colonial threats in the world at
that time. Iranian historians and researchers have so far not found any document
that talks about the attention of the Qajar dynasty to seafaring at the beginning
of this dynasty's reign. The beginning of the reign of "Fath Ali Shah™ was in the
early 1213AH (1797-AD) at the same time as British forces dominated India.
At the same time, the French government also started an attack on the East and
intended to cooperate with the Iranian government in order to overcome
England.

Is there a document about the relationship between Iran and England in
shipping?

How many copies of the "Translation of the description of British warships"
have been left?

Who is the author and translator of this work?

When was this work published and translated?

What is the style of historiography in this treatise?

What ships are described in this work?

What are the features of the book's prose and the book's structure?

How was the prose of the translator of this book in the translation movement?

¥. Materials & Methods

This work and its copy have not been introduced and published in the press until
now, and there has been no serious research on it, and the various historical,
linguistic, and historiographical benefits have not been examined in detail, and
this article is for the first time It introduces this work and its copy; However,
some researchers have mentioned the existence of this work laterally in their
works. In the book "Military Education in the Qajar Period", which is the most
important book about the modernization of Iran in the Qajar Period, this work
is mentioned in the index in the table. Also, the author of the book "Military
Training in the Qajar Period" has mentioned this work in an article titled
"Military Training in Iran (Qajar Period)". Also, the existence of this treatise is
mentioned in the book "Marine Fleet of Iran in the Qajar Era in the Persian
Gulf". In addition, "Iraj Afshar" has mentioned this indexical work in an article
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titled "Military Science Books". In the article "Translation in the Qajar Period"
this work is also mentioned in the index.
The manuscripts used in this research are:

Y- Version No. 10009-5 available in the National Library of Iran. It is
without promotion, and on the first page, the year of the original book
and translation, and the name of the author and translator are given. This
version has 65 pages. The author's name is not given.

Y- Version No. 11859-5 available in the National Library of Iran. This
version has 102 pages and does not have an index and the author's name
IS not mentioned.

Y- Version No. 5-10177 available in the National Library of Iran. It is 92
pages long, and it can be seen on the 45th page of the translation, the
end of the preface in the city of Shawwal al-Mukarram (Tanguzeel) in
the year 1317. The name of the scribe is not given.

¢, Conclusion

By examining the remaining three copies of this treatise, it was found that the
name of this work was not recorded in a single way. The author of this work is
"Monsieur Mitchell” and its translator is "Ismail Valad Sahafbashi*, a graduate
of "Dar al-Funun School". This work was published in 1873. and in 1297 A.H.
It has been translated. The existence of this treatise shows the connection
between Iran during the Qajar era and England in the fields of navigation and
military, and the need of the Qajar monarchy for English technology and the
evolution of the new world of that era. The prose of this treatise has old and
new Persian features, and for compiling the history of the transformation of
Persian prose and collecting the stylistic features of the Qajar period, examining
and analyzing the features of this work is very important. The method of
recording history in this work is very precise and scientific and is close to the
method of new historiography. In order to examine the industrial revolution and
export it to other nations and compile the history of international relations and
Iranology research, it is very important to review, introduce and publish this
work.

Keywords: British battleship, Monsieur Mitchel, smail son of Sahafbashi.
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