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Worship is undoubtedly the ultimate form of humility and submission before
God. In the Holy Quran, worship holds a lofty status and is presented as the
purpose of creation. The study of human history reveals that wherever
humans have existed, worship has been present. Mulla Sadra, in his
transcendent philosophy (Hikmat al-Muta'aliya), explores the position and
significance of worship. In his view, the perfect human is characterized by
the application of both theoretical and practical intellect, engagement in
worship, the elimination of internal and external temptations and veils, and
adherence to the Sharia and spiritual path (Tarigah). Mulla Sadra's
philosophy of worship is rooted in cosmology, anthropology, and theology.
His ontology, knowledge of the self, and knowledge of God provide the
necessary framework for understanding his philosophy of worship. In this
article, we aim to explain Mulla Sadra's views on worship and obedience,
and then compare it to the practice of sacrificial worship in Hinduism,
particularly as depicted in the Upanishads.
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