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Abstract

In the current solution, the environmental, social and economic challenges in the ineffective neighborhoods of
big cities seem very impressive. These neighborhoods are excellent laboratories for testing integrated
regeneration strategies with a place-oriented and people-oriented approach. Unfortunately, until now, the various
approaches of urban regeneration in the country have been unable to solve the problems of these areas to some
extent. The capacity to face these phenomena requires welfare models based on the ideas of social innovation,
participation and the central role of public space. The most important goal of social innovation is to provide the
most important needs of society; needs that traditional methods are largely unable to handle; Rather, it is the
empowerment of groups and individuals and the desire to change social relations; Therefore, social innovation is
a way to increase the quality of social services and a method that creates at least equal income, if not better,
despite significant budget limitations. In fact, social innovation is an innovative solution to solve problems in
inefficient urban neighborhoods, and it is more effective, more efficient and more sustainable than previous
solutions, and it creates value and benefits for the whole society instead of the individual. The purpose of this
research is to develop a theory that explains the sustainable regeneration of ineffective urban areas and
neighborhoods with the approach of social innovation. The current research is fundamental and exploratory in
terms of purpose. The ruling paradigm of this research is interpretivism. The research approach is qualitative and
documentary and library studies have been used to collect data. The theory of urban regeneration in the light of
social innovation has been examined at three levels. The first level includes dimensions of urban regeneration
(economic, social, environmental, physical, governmental). The second level are the features of social innovation
(sustainability, cooperation, social relations, social cohesion, scalability, networks, management) which act as a
transfer power and catalyst in urban regeneration and cause regeneration. A sustainable city will be fully
realized. The third level is the positive consequences that are created as a result of the urban regeneration process
based on social innovation in the target areas (increasing the quality of life, meeting human needs,
empowerment). Taking advantage of the transformative power of social innovation as a participatory mechanism
and its potential for change in specific institutional, political, socio-economic and cultural contexts in urban
neighborhoods can open windows for democratic dialogue and shared perspectives with citizens and civil
associations to create innovative solutions. to meet the needs of the people of the neighborhood. Social
innovation appears as a suitable goal for a diverse and inclusive city, it strengthens the economy, and by
diversifying the ecosystem of activities, it brings the dysfunctional neighborhoods of a city back to life and leads
to solving the inequality in spatial and social distribution. damages and problems and leads to the realization of
neighborhood development. Based on this, the goal of sustainable urban regeneration with a social innovation
approach is to create socio-spatial changes in the existing context of the neighborhood and to improve social
relations between individuals, groups and power relations in the planning process.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction:

Currently, the environmental, social and economic challenges in the ineffective neighborhoods of big
cities seem very impressive. These neighborhoods are excellent laboratories for testing integrated
regeneration strategies with a place-oriented and people-oriented approach. Unfortunately, until now,
the various approaches of urban regeneration in the country have been unable to solve the problems of
these areas to some extent. The capacity to face these phenomena requires welfare models based on
the ideas of social innovation, participation and the central role of public space. The most important
goal of social innovation is to provide the most important needs of society; needs that traditional
methods are largely unable to handle; Rather, it is the empowerment of groups and individuals and the
desire to change social relations; Therefore, social innovation is a way to increase the quality of social
services and a method that creates at least equal income, if not better, despite significant budget
limitations. Urban regeneration can be considered a comprehensive policy with conflicting
stakeholders, consisting of different strategies, based on geographic-spatial bases and a path towards
sustainable development, which, by carefully studying its theoretical elements, derives a practical and
efficient model. It becomes possible on the structure and fabric of society. Social innovation has not
been paid attention to in the sustainable urban regeneration of inefficient urban areas and
neighborhoods of the country, especially in the metropolis of Tehran. While the approach of social
innovation as a strong driving engine can help in the realization of sustainable urban regeneration of
inefficient neighborhoods in the country and especially big cities. Therefore, the aim of this research is
to present a theory that can explain the sustainable regeneration of inefficient urban areas and
neighborhoods with a social innovation approach.

Methodology:

The current research is fundamental and its approach is exploratory. Since it focuses on the analysis of
secondary sources, its research method is descriptive-analytical. The data collection method is in
accordance with the research approach and based on textual, documentary and basic library studies.
The ruling paradigm of the current research is interpretivism. In this research, by examining the
theoretical bases and views of thinkers and their experiences related to issues related to sustainable
urban regeneration and social innovation, an attempt is made to provide new conceptual elements and
frameworks for the realization of sustainable regeneration from the perspective of social innovation. In
ineffective neighborhoods, therefore, this research falls within the scope of qualitative-documentary
research.

Results and discussion:

Based on the analysis of selected sources, the characteristics of social innovation in urban
regeneration studies have been identified and analyzed and using the characteristics of social
innovation (networks, social relations, cooperation, meeting human needs, empowerment,
management, quality of life, social cohesion, sustainability and scalability) ) urban regeneration
becomes more possible. The theory of urban regeneration in the light of social innovation has been
examined at three levels. The first level includes the dimensions of urban regeneration (economic,
social, environmental, physical, governmental). The second level is the characteristics of social
innovation (sustainability, cooperation, social relations, social cohesion, scalability, networks,
management), which acts as a transmission power and catalyst in urban regeneration and causes urban
regeneration. fully realized in a sustainable manner. The third level is the positive consequences that
are created as a result of the urban regeneration process based on social innovation in the target areas
(increasing the quality of life, meeting human needs, empowerment). In urban regeneration, solving
urban problems is by using powerful endogenous forces in urban areas. In fact, in the latest studies for
this purpose, other key elements have been identified in relation to the planning system, which include
social cohesion and inclusion, protection and promotion of the historical development of the issue of
regeneration, dominant and late. From the point of view, the category of social sustainability.
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Therefore, social innovation is considered as the driver of urban transformation. Therefore, social
innovations that emerge through social processes are progressive solutions to support and develop the
lives of people affected by social challenges such as deprivation, social exclusion, alienation and lack
of well-being. Urban regeneration is the transformation of a place where the signs of poverty and the
reduction of the quality of life in environmental, physical, social or economic dimensions are seen.
Urban regeneration is a breath of new life in a sick society that brings long-term improvement of the
quality of life in the neighborhood by providing economic, social and environmental needs in a
sustainable manner. In this regard, more attention should be paid to the power of social innovation to
achieve sustainable urban regeneration in order to increase the percentage of realization of urban
regeneration goals in inefficient urban neighborhoods.

Conclusion:

The integration of some features of social innovation in urban regeneration methods enables a distinct
approach to achieve social-spatial transformation in order to realize sustainable territorial development
and inclusive development, because it is based on progress instead of progress itself due to its specific
characteristics. It focuses on social progress. Participation of citizens and activation of local resources
are essential components of urban regeneration. The social innovation approach focuses on the quality
of social relationships between individuals and groups, and is particularly focused on creating social
relationships that allow disadvantaged socioeconomic groups to participate in production processes
that meet their basic needs. The transformative power of social innovation can be highlighted as a
participatory mechanism for urban regeneration and its potential to change the specific institutional,
political, socio-economic and cultural contexts of urban neighbourhoods. As a result, the full
realization of sustainable urban regeneration depends on the use of social innovation and the
promotion of this feature in the heart of inefficient urban neighborhoods. Social innovation is a
collective effort that involves the participation of civil society actors, public, private and non-profit
sector stakeholders to address social challenges through a change mechanism that causes
transformation at the micro, medium and macro levels of any social structure. Therefore, social
innovation appears as a suitable target for problematic, diverse and inclusive neighborhoods,
strengthening the economy and revitalizing dysfunctional urban neighborhoods by diversifying the
ecosystem of activities.
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