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The main goal of this research is to explain the effective factors in the successful
formation of an airport city for the economic prosperity of cities and the expansion of
the tourism industry. Today, the design of airport cities is based on global scientific
approaches and integrated styles of adapted and native architecture in modern or
developing countries. As one of the indicators of development in human societies, it
has always been, and will continue to be, a focus of the world's governing and scientific
institutions. Airport design in any country has consistently been a special concern for
city planners, architects, and experts in the fields of urban development and the tourism
industry due to its function and potential to impact various domestic and international
sectors and levels, as well as the depth of its influence. In line with the main goal of
the research, land capability was investigated using multi-criteria decision analysis,
specifically employing the Guler model. To achieve the second goal and answer the
research questions, the criteria of the Gartner model were classified and prioritized
from an expert perspective. For the third purpose, in addition to prioritizing the
resources, the focus of presence and time spent—extracted from the questionnaire—
was used to determine the movement pattern. After the descriptive analysis of the data,
inferential analysis was conducted, and the research hypotheses were evaluated and
tested. The results of hypothesis testing are presented in graphs. The findings, derived
from the collected data and analyzed using SPSS and Smart PLS software, show that
all the hypotheses have been confirmed.
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Among the main and most vital
communication arteries in every country, an
airport city is a place designed to serve as
both a transportation hub and a business
center. Combining passenger movement
and cargo transportation with urban features
and a variety of production and service uses,
it establishes a constructive interaction and
partnership with its mother city. Today, the
design of airport cities is based on global
scientific approaches and integrated styles
of adapted and native architecture in
modern or developing countries. As one of
the indicators of development in human
societies, it has always been and will
continue to be considered by the world's
governing and scientific institutions. On the
other hand, the sensitivity of airport design
in any country, due to its function and
ability to impact various domestic and
international sectors and levels, as well as
its profound influence, has always been a
special concern for city planners, architects,
and experts in urban development and the
tourism industry. Airport cities, as a new
phenomenon, depending on their scale and
location, can incorporate single or
combined spatial models to foster tourism
industry development and attract tourists.
Imam Khomeini Airport City, located south
of its mother city, Tehran, boasts diverse
tourism resources and attractions. Findings
indicate that the central part of the airport
city, with its potential for commercial
functions and public services, is conducive
to the development of commercial tourism
and shopping. Furthermore, the southern
lands of the airport city, which are suitable
for recreational and sports functions, hold
significant potential for nature tourism and
eco-tourism. Given that the research's three
hypotheses and corresponding questions
align with its primary goal—to present the
spatial pattern of tourism development in
Imam Khomeini Airport City—the main
approach employed in this study involved
analyzing key factors through the collection
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and examination of relevant data and
information.

The role of airport cities in urban
development and the tourism industry is
examined in this research by first
establishing the theoretical foundations of
airport cities and their structural connections
to the tourism industry. Following this, the
conceptual model of the research is
analyzed, and the methodology and research
elements are presented. As part of the
development process for Imam Khomeini
Airport City, the physical-spatial features
and natural characteristics are studied to
understand the foundational basis for
tourism activities. Tourism resources and
attractions of the city are analyzed in relation
to product supply and market demand,
followed by the prioritization of specific
development areas based on economic,
social, and physical characteristics. The
study also reviews available documents,
incorporates expert opinions, and considers
the attitudes of users, including passengers,
tourists, visitors, and employees. This
research systematically describes the current
situation, studying its features,
characteristics, processes, and trends while
examining the relationships  between
variables. Given the nature of the topic, a
historical approach has also been employed
to investigate the process and background of
the development and expansion of Imam
Khomeini International Airport and the
subsequent airport city. A consolidated
approach that combines quantitative and
qualitative methods has been used, with a
clear emphasis on the qualitative approach.
In this context, theoretical structures are
created, modified, or refined simultaneously
with the data collection process, rather than
as a subsequent step. To achieve the first
goal and address the corresponding
hypothesis, land capability has been
investigated using multi-criteria decision
analysis, specifically employing Giler's
model for the classification of activities. To
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meet the second goal and answer related
questions, tourism resources and attractions
have been classified and prioritized from an
expert perspective, based on the criteria of
the Gartner model. For the third objective, in
addition to prioritizing resources and
attractions, the movement patterns of tourists
were determined by analyzing their focal
points of presence and time spent, which
were extracted from the questionnaire. This
analysis enabled the recognition of
movement patterns and behaviors.

After conducting the descriptive analysis,
the data underwent inferential analysis,
during which the research hypotheses were
evaluated and tested. The results of the
hypothesis testing are visually represented
in the accompanying graphs.

Based on the findings of this research, the
role of airport cities in the urban
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development and tourism industry of Imam
Khomeini Airport has been thoroughly
examined. The results derived from the
analysis of the collected data, using SPSS
and Smart PLS software, confirm all the
research hypotheses.
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