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Abstract

One of the important goals of higher education is academic achievement. One of
the threats to the education process in universities was the indiscriminate use of
cyberspace, especially after the COVID-19 pandemy, which has had destructive
effects on students. The present research was conducted with the aim of the ratio of
the use of virtual networks and academic achievement after all. This study employed
a descriptive, correlational method. The study's statistical population consisted of
undergraduate students in Qom during the 2023-2024 academic year. Sampling was
done using the voluntary method, and 90 participants completed questionnaires on
academic skills, internal and external locus of control, and social media use.
Students' GPA was used as an indicator of academic achievement. Finally, data from
82 respondents were analyzed. The reliability of questionnaires of academic skills,
source of control and use of social networks were evaluated. Their reliability was
0.902, 0.765 and 0.884 respectively The results showed that simultaneous regression
yielded a significant model (adjusted R-squared = 0.249, P < 0.05, F = 9.993). This
model explains 24.9% of the variance between social media use and internal locus
of control, showing a negative and significant relationship with external locus of
control and academic achievement. The results of this research showed that there
was a significant relationship between academic skills and academic achievement
after the COVID-19 pandemy. Also, there was no significant relationship between
the use of social networks and locus of control and academic achievement.
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