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The search for women's identity in the patriarchal society in the novels
"Khatiratton" by Ahlam Mostaghanami and ""Wandering Island™ by Simin
Daneshvar

Maryam Elyasi', Dr. Abdolhosein Farzad®, Dr. Sareh Zirak”

Abestract

The aim of this research is to explore the identity of women in patriarchal
societies in the novels "Memories of the Body" by Ahlam Mosteghanemi and "The
Wandering Island” by Simin Daneshvar. In this article, concepts related to gender
have been highlighted as women's identity has a close relationship with their lived
experience. First, we discuss identity and its relationship with gender, and then we
examine how feminine identity is formed in a patriarchal society in these two
novels. In this regard, the incumbent information has been collected using library
method and analyzed using a descriptive-analytical approach. The results indicate
that in the novel "The Wandering Island," the island symbolizes the status of
women in Iranian society who have always been forgotten, the women who wanted
to cracked the whip are also wandering and have never been able to achieve their
feminine identity. In the other novel, a woman has no identity beyond her gender; as
the title "Memories of the Body" suggests, it implies that the identity of a woman in
patriarchal societies is condensed in her body and does not hold any significance for
her soul and spirituality. In fact, the identity of women as human beings with
natural human needs is overlooked and she is deprived of her smallest rights.

Keyword: Novel, Women's Identity, Society, Patriarchy, Your Diary, Wandering
Island.
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