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Abstract

This paper aims to explore the novel and innovative aspects of artistic imagery in Imam Ali's
(AS) sermons, particularly in the Sermon of Al-Durrah Al-Yatima, which was added to Nahj
al-Balaghah by Ibn Nagah. The central theme of this sermon is to prove monotheism. What
distinguishes the novelty of artistic imagery in Al-Durrah Al-Yatima is the possibility of
adapting the grammar of image reading in its artistic imageries and placing them in a visual
frame. Thus, in this sermon, the Imam, through the use of figures of speech such as metaphor
and allegory as artistic and visual branches that support discursive units, creates a coherent
and continuous textual discursive frame in the form of technical images based on visual
imagery. In light of this, our study attempts to read the artistic images of this sermon using the
rules of image reading grammar with an emphasis on the representational metafunction and
its types. The results show that in the representational metafunction of the sermon, despite the
abundance of narrative samples and the predominance of the narrative pattern in it, it appears
that conceptual samples and the conceptual pattern embodied in metaphor and allegory have
managed to find a special place among the representational metafunction patterns. This
research aims to give a visual frame to the textual frame of the artistic images of Al-Durrah
Al-Yatima by relying on the method of Kress and Van Leeuwen in image reading.
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