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Abstract

Although the governments are the guarantors of order and security, but due to the special
power that is intended for them, they have a special position in committing their unique
crimes. Since criminalization of actions and behaviors are carried out by governmental
institutions, especially the government, the possibility of finding them guilty is improbable.
To express it more simply, in these cases, the judge and the delinquent appear in the form
of a single body, which means the government is appeared and if there is no independent
institution to deal with these crimes, criminal justice remains vain. The current article is
trying to answer this question that how Iran's legal system has reacted to the crimes of state
and which of the legal and criminological opinions have been accepted in this regard. The
findings of this research confirm that before the cybercrimes law of 2018, there were no
regular regulations on crimes related to the government and only some regulations were
observed sporadically. After that, with the approval of Articles 20 to 22 and Article 143 of
the Islamic Penal Law, as well as the note of Article 14 of the same law, the criminal
responsibility of legal entities was systematically explained. The Iranian legislator accepted
the theory of superior responsibility (employer) and also, the criminal responsibility of the
government as the largest legal personality of public law was justified by relying on the
theories of postmodern, critical criminology, social interest, criminal justice and attention
to the environment.

Key words: criminal liability of government, criminal responsibility of public legal person,
criminalization of proceedings of legal person.
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