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Research Article

Abstract
Introduction: The architecture of houses has always been influenced by various factors such as social. cultural.

climatic. & livelihood conditions. The present research investigates the cultural components affecting the

formation of the exterior structure of residential spaces in cold & mountainous climates. This article seeks to read
the impact of cultural perspectives on the configuration of the exterior structure of houses in villages in cold &
mountainous regions of Iran. The significance of this research lies in the fact that the exterior structure of
architecture in the past. especially in areas that have preserved their historical physical structure. has been shaped

under the influence of factors such as culture & climate. In contrast. contemporary architecture often views
buildings from a single-dimensional perspective. considering mainly climatic factors. This study demonstrates that

cultural components have also been significantly influential in shaping the exterior structure of rural houses.
Methodology: This qualitative research employs a descriptive-analytical method. & the data collection is based

on library research & field observations. During the data analysis process. efforts have been made to identify the
influential cultural components. including privacy. solidarity & support. beliefs & customs. continuity of tradition
& sustainability. social cohesion. hospitality & intimacy. psychological-social security. respect for nature. sense of
belonging. comfort & simplicity. & simplicity of living. These components were analyzed concerning the physical
structure elements of residential spaces such as stepped layout. courtyard & communal spaces. local materials. roof
form. orientation of openings & windows. dimensions of openings & windows. building orientation. thickness of
external walls. & access routes in the three villages of Masuleh. Palangan. & K&ovan. which are located in the

cold & mountainous climatic zone & were r&omly & sparsely selected.

Results: The results of the research indicate that cultural factors have significantly influenced the formation of the
exterior structure of rural houses in cold & mountainous climates.

Findings: The analysis revealed several key cultural factors influencing the architectural design of residential
spaces in the studied villages. Privacy & the sense of community were paramount. as evidenced by the arrangement

of houses & shared communal spaces. Traditional beliefs & customs were reflected in the use of local materials &
the orientation of buildings. The continuity of tradition & sustainability were maintained through the preservation
of historical construction techniques & materials. Social cohesion. hospitality. & intimacy were facilitated by the

design of courtyards & communal areas. Psychological & social security. respect for nature. & a strong sense of
belonging to the place were other significant cultural aspects that shaped the architecture. The simplicity & comfort
in the living spaces were directly influenced by the cultural preference for modesty & practicality.

Conclusion: By analyzing the influential cultural factors. it can be concluded that cultural elements play a crucial

role in shaping the exterior structure of residential spaces in cold & mountainous regions. This study highlights
the importance of considering cultural aspects alongside climatic factors in contemporary architectural design.
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