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Abstract

Background and Objective: Recently, coastal zones are the case of many studies due to their great
sensitivity and high ecological, sociocultural, and economic values. This study assessed the economic
value of the recreational services in the coastal zone of Noor County that has always been a suitable
destination for tourists given its unique geographical position and natural attractions.

Material and Methodology: The research used the zonal travel cost method to estimate the individual
demand function and calculate the added consumption of the tourists visiting the coastal zone. It also
compared the lzadshahr, Noor, and Royan coastal zones using the individual travel cost method.
Therefore, 320 questionnaires were distributed and then the effects of the descriptive variables on the
number of visits to the region were studied using R software. The number of tourists in the study area,
which belongs to each part of the country, was estimated by the latest population and housing census
and per 10,000 population.

Findings: The daily recreational value of the coastal zone in Noor was then calculated for the August
2022 to February 2023. The results showed that the daily recreational value of the total coastal zone in
Noor was 1,882,525,200 Iranian Rial (IRR). Moreover, the added consumption per visitor and the total
value of the recreational services in Izadshahr were 468.75 and 21, 062, 146, 688_IRR, respectively.
The added consumption per visitor and the total value of the recreational services in Noor were 39.01
and 807,572, 368.4 IRR, respectively. The added consumption per visitor and the total value of the
recreational services in Royan were 42.43 and 1,748,522,887 IRR, respectively.

Discussion and Conclusion: The TCM recognized a suitable method for calculating the economic
value of the recreational services in coastal ecosystems.

Keywords: Economic Value, Recreational Services, Travel Cost Method, Noor County.
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Table 2. Frequency of variables obtained from questionnaires for each of the origin areas
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Table 2. Reasons for choosing the coastal area as a tourist destination and accommodation
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Table 3. Estimation results of the demand function of visitors to the coastal area of Noor County
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Figure 3. The relationship between monthly income and willingness to pay input
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Figure 4. The relationship between the cost of travel and the number of visitors
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Figure 5. The relationship between distance and number of visitors
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Table 4. Socio-economic characteristics of visitors of Noor, Izadshahr and Royan beaches
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Table 5. Coefficients of the linear regression model of lzadshahr beach
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Table 6. Coefficients of the linear regression model of Royan beach
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Table 7. Coefficients of the linear regression model of Noor beach
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