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The female world and its relationship with decadent ideas
in Sadegh Hedayat's short stories (Based on the theory of
social-historical criticism of Claude Duches)

Hanieh Sadat Pishkar!, Hossein Parsaei Ph.D?*, Hesam Ziaei Ph.D 3

Abstract
Sadegh Hedayat was considered among intellectuals and elites who believed in Iran's
decadent situation and considered it a historical process. Relying on this belief, the
position of women in Sadegh Hedayat's stories can be seen as a kind of representation
of this decadent situation. In fact, the realistic aspect of Sadegh Hedayat's stories is so
high and tangible that according to the framework of the theory of social-historical
criticism of Claude Deuche, the basis of these narratives are social and historical
realities that the narrative It is based on them. Based on this, a large amount of morals,
norms, values, social relations, mechanisms of dominance and authority, degenerate
beliefs and views and the continuation of social static situations are socio-historical
realities that make women They are exposed to a significant amount of verbal and
gender violence, authoritarian patriarchy, established patriarchal norms and morals,
they are continuously ignored, humiliated and remain in a marginalized and silent
position. In this research, the main question is that according to Sadegh Hedayat's
decadent views, how can the realistic representation of the position of women in his
short stories be explained based on Douche's theory? Based on this, the hypothesis is
that the ratio between women's position and the social and cultural decline of Iran in
these narratives is a meaningful ratio in such a way that placing these narratives next to
the greater insight of Sadegh Hedayat can support this claim, to prove.

Keywords: Sadegh Hedayat, Claude Douche, women, degeneration, historical-
social theory.
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