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Abstract:

Reading literary texts with the approach of moral criticism is one of the ways
to better understand the text and the characters of the story for the audience and
to enhance his knowledge. The Duty-oriented Moral theory proposed by the
famous German philosopher Immanuel Kant created a tremendous revolution
in the field of ethics. For the first time, Kant spoke about the intention and goal
of a person in defining a good work without the result of the action being
influential in determining its value. The development of the theory in society
has always been associated with various challenges, especially if we want to
analyze such a complex moral issue in a fictional work. The novel
"NightLamp"” by Jamal Mirsadeghi paints an accurate picture of the
disillusionment of a generation after the August 28 coup in Iran. The main
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character of this story (Ali) is an idealistic and ethical human being who can be
a very good example for such research. The upcoming article is analytical-
descriptive. Ali, has been examined in terms of Kantian ethics, and the results
indicate that although Ali, in this story, is a man who believes in good behavior
and virtue in some moral situations, according to Kant's teachings, the moral
action is in conflict with his duty to protect the family. According to Kant, the
distinction between the consequences of an action and the intention behind it is
an important theme that challenges the main character of this story.

Keywords: Jamal Mirsadeghi, The Night Lamp (“Shab-Cheragh”),
Deontology (Deontological Ethics), Idealism, Immanuel Kant, Kantian Ethics

extended abstract:

Introduction:

Kant's deontological ethics was emerged against Jeremy Bentham's theory of
teleology. In Kant's view, good will must be based on respect for the moral law,
which is also based on the principle of generalizability; that is, always act in
such a way that your rule of action becomes a universal law. Today's world has
become the scene of diverse and in some cases contradictory moral systems, a
diversity that is more apparent due to the constant contact between cultures and
societies.

Moral dilemmas have also given life to literature and art, and such works can
be the subject of examining complex moral situations. The character Ali in the
novel Nightlamp is an idealist. An idealist is morally committed to moral
standards and values. What is meant by idealism here is adherence to the values
for which the intellectual has fought and been imprisoned for their sake, but still
remains committed to the ideals due to his correct foundation and sound roots.
If we consider this concept of ideal as a positive point and consider principles
such as freedom, rationalism, criticism, and challenging tyranny as humanism,
then Ali in the novel Nightlamp is a clear example of such an intellectual. The
confrontation of his thoughts with his conservative and distorted friends forms
the basis of the story. A moral analysis of the characters in this story from Kant's
intellectual perspective can clarify for us the path to moral excellence, while
getting to know us the descent of man. Many stories raise questions in the minds
of the audience that are in line with the questions raised in minds by Kant.



The character Ali, who is the center of the story, plays a key role in the
intellectual transformation and personal growth of all his friends. How difficult
and self-serving is the duty that humans find towards the moral good?

There are very few studies on Persian literary texts based on contemporary
philosophical theories, especially in relation to Kant's ethical theory, nothing
was found on Persian texts. Here there are articles that are either written only
in the field of Kantian ethical analysis or that examine fictional texts from a
theoretical perspective other than Kantian ethics. Choupani, Yadollah. (2009).
Immanuel Kant's Philosophical and Ethical Opinions and a Brief Analysis of It,
Pik Noor Publication, Year 8, Iss.

Method:

The duty-oriented ethics in the novel The Nightlamp from the intellectual
perspective of Immanuel Kant, which is the subject of the article, has been
carried out through a descriptive-analytical (library) study and data collection
through careful analysis of the text and review and reflection on it, considering
the topic of the article and the background of the research.

Results:

Deontology: "Deontology is the result of combining two words (deon) meaning
duty and mission and (logos) meaning consciousness and insight. Deontologists
believe that moral duties originate from reason and a priori, and the compulsion
of actions is due to themselves, and regardless of the results, there is an
obligation to perform them.” (Atrak, 2013: 29). Based on the opinion of
scholars, deontology is generally defined as opposed to teleology. Theories
based on teleology focus on the end of the action and define moral goodness
according to its result.

Moral idealism is the goal of our moral world and the relentless effort to build
a world that acknowledges the requirements of reason and then prioritizes our
own activity in producing knowledge to the extent that what we know depends
on the overcoming of nature according to our moral idea." (Omidpour, 2018:
AA) In moral idealism, man adheres to fixed and absolute standards, values,
virtues and vices, and acts according to moral standards. A moral idealist does
not believe in relativism.

Immanuel Kant, a famous German philosopher, is one of the most important
intelligent thinker of the Age of Enlightenment in Europe. His teachings had a
significant impact on thinkers at the beginning of the 19th century. One of
Kant's intellectual topics is the duty-based moral theory, which is called Kantian
ethics. Kant's main moral principle is that a person should always act as if his
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way of acting would become the universal law of nature and would always and
forever be the universal law.

Before the Renaissance, Plato and Aristotle were the great philosophers of
virtue-based ethics. The ethical books that emerged after the Renaissance were
revolutionary in this field and influenced many thinkers and philosophers based
on Kant's deontological ethics and Jeremy Bentham's teleology. In teleology,
the focus was on the result of the action, but in Kant's deontological ethics, an
action will be considered good when it arises from a sense of duty towards the
moral law. Kant was the first person who paid attention to the intention of the
agent and his good will, regardless of the end of the action. Therefore, the main
characteristics of Kant's ethical school are the involvement of intention and
motivation in the moral value of the action, the non-involvement of results in
the rightness and wrongness of actions, and the specification of moral duties by
referring to the absolute. The absolute means that you should behave in such a
way that you want your behavior to be the behavior of everyone.

Conclusion:

In the novel Nightlamp, according to Kant's ethical teachings, what Ali's friends
did in his absence when he was imprisoned is immoral and self-serving, and it
IS easy to recognize it because Ali's friends have made others achieve their
goals, and their actions are not subject to the principles of generalizability,
objectivity, necessity, or universality. Therefore, it is easy to recognize their
intentions and actions according to Kant's theory, but in the case of the main
character of the story, Ali, sometimes becomes difficult to recognize moral
action because it may trap the researcher in relativism.

Man is a dynamic being, and Kant's absolute teachings may not meet his needs
in all cases. As a result, he will sometimes resort to teleology and sometimes to
moral relativism.
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