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Information and communication technology (ICT) and its effects on the development of
rural entrepreneurship

Abstract

It's a well-established fact that information and communication technology (ICT) plays an
important role in promoting creativity and entrepreneurship, especially among rural residents, but
the manner and process of accomplishing this effect vary among different societies. Considering
the villagers' knowledge and skills in various fields like agriculture, gardening, handicrafts, etc.,
the promotion of entrepreneurial mindset among the villagers and their entry into business
endeavors enables them to take advantage of their potential talents and develop as creative,
innovative, and entrepreneurial individuals. Therefore, the general purpose of the present research
is to investigate and analyze the effects of information and communication technology on the
development of rural entrepreneurship. The current research is applied in terms of purpose,
descriptive-survey in terms of data collection, and quantitative in terms of approach. The statistical
population of the research includes all the villagers of Dezej village of Dahagan County in Isfahan
province (N=YAeA) A sample size of ¥ )Avillagers was selected using the Cochran formula and
simple random sampling. The data collection tool was a questionnaire, the face and content validity
of which were confirmed by the relevant professors and experts in university of Shahrekord, and
its reliability established using the Cronbach's alpha coefficient (+,AA). Data analysis was done
using structural equation modeling method and Smart PLS software. The results showed that the
impact of information and communication technology, and specifically it’s educational, economic,
service and social effects, on the development of rural entrepreneurship is positive and significant;
while the effect of awareness and information on the development of rural entrepreneurship was
not significant. Based on the findings of this research, it can also be seen that the social effect of
information and communication technology on the development of rural entrepreneurship has a
higher rank than other factors, and the service, economic and educational effects come next in
order.

Keywords: information and communication technology (ICT), entrepreneurship, rural
developments, creativity
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